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T W E N T Y - S E C O N D ANNUAL R E P O R T 
To His Excellency, The Honorable H E R B E R T H . L E H M A N , 

Governor of the State of New York, Capitol, Albany, N . Y. 
I . have the honor to submit for your information this, the 

twenty-second annual report of the Division of State Police. 
Obviously, over the period of a year, the details of its operations 
are too numerous and varied to be treated in any case at great 
length. I have, however, endeavored to record observations per­
taining to the more important of the various duties delegated to 
the force by the Legislature, as well as those adopted by this 
division and all progressive police agencies to meet exigencies 
caused by developments in our social structure. 

The past few years have evolved a definite change in the per­
spective of law-enforcing units. Originally their basic and normal 
functions pertained almost solely to crime prevention and detec­
tion. Today they are diverted into many extraneous channels. 
They are regarded as social service organizations of the highest 
order, and, as a result, they have responded under difficulties to 
meet the conditions arising from that evolution. The maintenance 
of groups composed of specially skilled and trained personnel, not 
alone for crime activities but for relief of human anxiety and 
distress, is now regarded as essential. As an instance, those who 
have lost their loved ones by drowning not only request, but, at 
times, demand assumption of responsibility by the police for 
recoveries of their bodies. Such a service requires not only 
experienced diving personnel but procurement and maintenance 
of adequate equipment as well. Relief activities in times of disaster 
must be conducted, i f not entirely, at least in large measure by 
policemen. That is an unwritten law of present normal human 
expectation. Identification of unknown dead, location of deceased's 
relatives whose whereabouts are unknown, numerous routine 
inspections of public places, and periodic checking for many 
classes of required licenses all divert greatly from the original 
conception of police activity. 

State Police, because of the extensive terri tory served by them, 
their excellent facilities of communication and transportation and 
their familiari ty wi th rural areas and population, undoubtedly 
feel the pressure of these added duties more than enforcement 
organizations in urban centers. Comparison of the personnel ratio 
of local and State police would convince one that the latter may 
cope with these new services only by long and arduous hours of 
duty, often without opportunity to take their "of f duty t i m e " 
when i t becomes due. 

We caiuiot escape this changed order of things. We must 
accept the conditions as they are, and, while the different per­
spective is welcomed for the humanitarian service accompanying 
i t , i t is recognized that any neglect to preserve an equitable balance 
between the social service on one side and tlie nornuil functions 
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of law preservation on the other is likely to bring about deplorable 
results. I t would seem clear that there exists an immediate neces­
sity for an early and substantial increase of personnal for this 
division. Diversion of our men to specialized duties, to the conduct 
of detailed investigations for State departments and municipalities, 
in fact to any functions other than crime prevention, crime detec­
tion, traffic control and other allied endeavors is reflected in the 
statistical tables relating to each classification. There is and 
undoubtedly w i l l continue to be noted increases in at least some 
of the major crimes. To offset this as a future possibility, an 
adjustment to sufficient strength is urgent. 

The individual trooper in 1939 is indeed beset with complications 
not experienced in 1917 when the force was organized. Many 
changes in procedure and administration have taken place. Laws 
have become more numerous, particularly those pertaining to 
traffic and its control. Crime from its prevention and detection 
standpoints is no longer a simple problem; each and every activity 
of a trooper becomes the subject of numerous and voluminous 
reports which must be submitted to various agencies. Above all, 
the demands of the public for prompt, efficient and courteous 
service have so multiplied as to tax the resources of our unit . 
Those situations increase the need for added personnel, for they 
likewise contribute to lessening the actual time -which each man 
may utilize for patrol duty. I , therefore earnestly and respect­
ful ly solicit the favor of your Excellency and the Legislature for 
an immediate increase in the number of troopers now authorized. 

Another matter which deserves note here relates to the compen­
sation of members of the division who are assigned to the Bureau 
of Criminal Investigation. This unit, as you know, is composed 
of approximately one hundred of our men selected from the uni­
formed ranks and detailed exclusively for the investigation of 
major crimes and such special cases as may be required by various 
State agencies from time to time. These investigators constantly 
work in civilian clothes, which, of course, each must provide for 
himself. Assignments to the bureau are based on the individual's 
ability, intelligence and particular aptitude to conduct painstaking 
inquiries, which are so nece.ssary for successful crime solution. 
The bureau's record, included later in this report, is evidence of its 
efficient operation. Most of the assigned personnel are men of 
long service and wide experience with rural crime problems. Each 
receives only the compensation he would receive i f operating in 
uniform, and he is, therefore, by his assignment as an investigator, 
financially penalized to the extent of providing his own clothing, 
since, as long as he remains in uniform, such equipment is com­
pletely supplied to him by this division. Certain of our men, 
highly qualified as investigators, are reluctant to accept that 
assignment because of the attendant monetary loss to them. I t is 
therefore, recommended, that our law be amended to provide that 
every member of the division upon assignment to the Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation shall receive, i n addition to his regular 
compensation as now provided by statute, an annual sum of $250, 



9 

which shall continue during the period of such assignment. Not 
only would this be fair ancl just to our present investigators, but 
i t would likewise provide an incentive for our younger men to 
apply themselves more diligently to their duties in order to be 
recognized as promising material for this branch of the service. 
The sum requested for each man is a fair estimate of the annual 
cost of supplying him with uniforms, together wi th cleaning, 
repairing and laundering them. 

I t may appear to your Excellencj- that I have included my two 
most important recommendations before rendering my accounting 
of the division's accomplishments during 1939, but 1 ful ly believe 
that the various charts and separately captioned subjects hereafter 
included wi l l indicate that our force individually and collectively 
has established a record of the highest order. Only by extreme 
devotion to duty, extra long hours of work and a desire to "serve 
first," could this small organization of 789 men have accomplished 
such remarkable results. To increase their esprii de corpa and 
spur them on in their splendid endeavors, I urge immediate 
relief from such long ancl tedious houi-s of labor, which could 
best be accomplislied by an increase in personnel. For those in our 
specialized service of investigation, the slight increase of com­
pensation recommended as an offset for their added expense by 
reason of that a.ssigiiment would in fact be only what they are 
justly entitled to receive. 

On May 24, writ ten examinations of applicants for the position 
of trooper were held at Albany. The conduct of these tests was 
in strict accordance with the rules and regulations of the superin­
tendent governing the qualifications and examinations of appli­
cants, as approved by your Excellency on November 14, 1938. 
Such rules are published completely on pages 19 to 29 of our 
annual report for 1938. 

A total of 4.155 applications were filed and 2,588 candidates 
appeared for the written examinations, 1,954 men failed to obtain 
the necessary passing mark in either part one, part two or both. 

The physical examinations and oral interviews of these 634 
applicants wei'e conducted at Albany in six sections on June 8, 20, 
22, 27, 29 and July 20. Three hundred thirty-nine caiulidates were 
rejected by the Surgeon Inspector as being below the minimum 
physical standards necessary to meet our requirements. 

As a result of these tests, a total of 295 were placed on an 
eligible list, and, after satisfactory conqiletion of character investi­
gations, the men wil l finally be (pialifietl for future appointments 
in the numerical order of their rating. 

I n anticipation of a very heavy traffic movement during 1939 
by reason of the World's Fair, the army maneuvers and several 
other special occasions, i t was necessary to bring the force up to 
fu l l strength early in the spring. By authority of the rules and 
regulations above referred to, I , therefore, made 37 provisional 
appointments to the positions of trooper. The incumbents, of 
course, were required to take our examinations, and those who 
were successful wi l l be placed in their sequemte on the list. When 
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the list is finally established, some of these "provisionals" may 
doubtless be forced to vacate in favor of candidates receiving 
higher ratings since no provisional may be retained as such on 
and after the date on vŝ hich an eligible list shall exist. 

I n order to clarify our rules and regulations wi th reference 
to charges and disciplinary action, i t was deemed advisable to 
revise them completely by the following order: 

S T A T E P O L I C E 

C A P I T O L 

A L B A N Y , N . Y . , February 4, 19;!9 

Subject: Oiargcs uud Disciplinary Action. 

To: A l l Xroop Commanders, Cbief Inspector, New York State Troo|)ers. 
1. Whenever charges shall be preferred against any member of the Division 

of State Police, which charges, if proven, may eventually result in the 
individual's separation from the service, either tempcn'arily or permanently, 
or in reduction in grade, the following procedure wil l be strictly followed by 
al l troop commanders. 

(a) Charges may be preferred against a member of the State Police 
by any person. 

(b) When charges shall be preferred against any member of the State 
Police, they shall be reduced to writing and must include 

(1) The charge, indicating completely the law, rule or regulation 
of the division which has been violated or facts of the alleged 
misconduct. 

(2) Specifications setting forth completely the facts and circimi-
stances alleged to constitute the violation of misconduct. 

(3) Names and addresses of all persons preferring the charges 
or who are witnesses in the matter-, together with a statement from 
each as to their own knowledge of the occurrence. 

2. When charges have been preferred against any member of the Division 
of State Police and have been reduced to writing, they will he thoroughly 
investigated by a commissioned officer of the troop to which the member is 
assigned. The report of such investigating officer will be reduced to writing 
and wil l contain full details of al l facts and circumsrances alleged in the 
charges and specifications and in the statements of the complaimuit and 
witnesses. 

3. The charges and the report of the investigation thereof will be promptly 
forwarded to the superintendent after the investigation has been coniplete(i. 

4. After a review of the charges by the superintendent, they may be dis­
missed or disposed of as he thinks proper. 

5. Should the superintendent deem that disciplinary action niiglit result 
in separation from the service, either temporarily in- iiermanently or in a 
reduction in grade, the accused member shall be notilied in wi-iting to sucb 
eli'ect by the superintendent through the commanding officer of the troop to 
which the member is assigned. The accused will be dii-ected to acknowledge 
in writing the receipt of the superintendent's comniunicaticjii tlirough channels 
and the accused may include in his acknowledgment an answer to the charges 
and a demand for a hearing upon such charges. 

0. I f no demand for a hearing is made by the accused, the superintendent 
will proceed to inii)Ose such disciplinary action as he thinks pro]ier and the 
immediate commanding officer of the accused sliall be so notilied. 
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7. I f the accused shall demand a hearing, the superintendent will set a 
date, time and place therefor, and for the purpose of the hearing, he shall 
ajipoint a hearing board, which shall be comjiosed of three commissioned 
officers; one from the troop of which the accused is a niendier, one from such 
other troop and a headquarters staff officer. The headqmirters staff officer 
will be the chairman of the hearing board and will be permitted to vote only 
in the event that the other members of the board cannot agree upon a 
decision. 

8. At the hearing, all testimony wil l be reduced to writing and the pro­
cedure will follow the rules and regulations of the division. 

9. Upon completion of the findings of the hearing board, they will be 
reduced to writing and submitted to the superintendent over their signatures, 
together with their recommendations sis to the disciplinary action which 
should be taken. Al l reports in connection with charges against any member 
of the Division of State Police shall be filed as a permanent part of the 
service record of the accused. 

10. Upon receipt of the recommendations of the hearing board, the super­
intendent may impose the punishment recommended by them or such other 
punishment as he shall deem suitable and projier. 

11. This procedure is not intended to a])])ly to instances of minor disci­
plinary action which may be taken by the various troop commanders, but 
only in instances wherein discijilinary action may result in tem|)orary or 
permanent separation from the service or in reduction in grade. 

J O H N A. W A R N E R , 
Superintendent 

The discipline of our ton:e has indeed been excellent and no 
instances of infraction within the perview of the above order 
have arisen this year. Each and every man has striven to main­
tain the highest traditions of State Police service by a mode of 
conduct reflecting credit to himself and to the organization as a 
whole. Wi th a body of men such as ours, supervision and control 
becomes a most pleasant task. 

Recognizing the efforts of many organizations, both official and 
civic, to encourage tourist travel through our State, and to extend 
courtesy to those within our borders for a visit to the New York 
World's Fair, this division issued a memorandum during the 
early spring designed to refresh in the minds of our men the 
already existing policy to be followed, particularly in the enforce­
ment of traffic laws, and to supplement the courteous invitations 
to these visitors already extended by the various groups. 

As the contents of this bulletin amount to a declaration of our 
permanent policy, T believe its quotation here would not be 
untimely oi' out of place. 

STATI-; P O L I C E 
CAPri'oi. 

A L B A N Y , N . Y' . 

Subject: Traffic Regulations—1939. 

To: A l l Troop Commanders, N . Y . S. T . 
1. I t is apparent that the volume of highway traffic during 1939 wil l far 

exceed that of previous years, particularly because of the anticipated number 
of vehicles enroute to and from the World's F a i r . Indications point to the 
beginning of heavy traffic just prior to Decoration Day with little decrease 
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until after Labor Day. It is, therefore, highly important that each troop 
maintain the greatest number of traffic patrols 'durinig that period and that 
they be assigned to practical locations on the more heavily travelled roads. 
These patrols should be instructed to exercise extreme vigilance in the pre­
vention of factors which are contributory to accidents. 

2. New York State wil l be the host to nuiny out-of-state motorists and 
these, as well as those under our own vehicle registry, will undoubtedly 
include in their tours, visits to historic and scenic points as well as to the 
World's F a i r . 

3. The traditions of the New York State Police may best be upheld by a 
civil and courteous demeanor, by efficient supervision of traffic, by an attitude 
of welcome to our visitors and by a spirit of helpfulness to those seeking 
information or assistance. There should be no technical approach toward 
enforcement of traffic laws or any desire to accomplish a record for the 
number of arrests nuide by any individual. Kindly instruction to those not 
familiar with our statutes will accomplish much and the expedition of 
traffic consistent with safety will produce the best results. 

4. Every mend)er of the division should equip himself with a knowledge 
of scenic and historic locations as well as higliway routes and highway con­
ditions within his ])articular area so that correct and intelligent infinination 
may be conveyed to those making inquiries. In addition he should be 
meticulous in the care and appearance of his equipment and himself. New 
York State will be judged in no small measure by its enforcement officers and, 
therefore, it behooves every member of this division to eonstitue himself as 
a standard by which favorable public opinion will be molded. 

5. Troop commanders should convey the contents of this memorandum to 
their entire personnel, especially instructing subordinate officers and non­
commissioned officers to constantly insist that its s])irit and purpose be 
observed. 

J O H N A . W A K N E R , 
Superintendent 

The letter and spirit of that order was closely followed. As a 
result very favorable comment concerning the courtesy and 
efficiency of our troopers reached these headquarters and the several 
troop barracks as well. 

Frequently we are requested to initiate or a.ssist in investigations 
pertaining to alleged violations of laws wi th in cities. I fu l ly 
understand your Excellency's policy in such matters. The fol­
lowing memorandum was issued so that there would be no mis­
understanding as to the prescribed procedure to be followed when 
such requests are made to any member of the force: 

S T A T E P O L I C E 

C A P I T O L 

A L B A N Y , N . Y . , Janunrn 13, 19:i9 

Subject; Co-operation with Local Authorities. ' 

To: A l l Troop Commanders, N . Y . S . T . 

1. I t is the policy of this division to co-operate with local authorities in 
al l matters whenever a request for assistance is consistent with the operation 
of our primary function of policing the rural districts of the State. 

2. From time to time, however, we receive requests for one or more troopers 
to enter the confines of cities within this State for the purpose of conducting 
investigations of violations of certain laws alleged to exist within those 
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cities. These requests usually emanate from city or county officials who are 
undoubtedly influenced to seek our aid because of their confidence in our ability 
to render a high type of service. 

3. In order that these headquarters may be thoroughly familiar with the 
objects and purposes of these investigations, it is hereby ordered and directed 
that whenever any member of the State Police shall receive a request for such 
assistance, a complete report will be made to these headquarters stating the 
name of the requesting official, together with information as to the par: 
ticular violations which will be the subject of inquiry. I t is essential that 
this report be thorough and complete, and that it also contain a recommen­
dation from the troop commander concerned, based on his opinion, as to what 
action should be taken in connection with the request. 

4. Under no circumstances, will troopers be detailed to investigate any 
violations of laws committed within cities without approval of such assign­
ments from these headquarters. 

5. This order should not be construed as amending the ])reseiit practice of 
troopers entering cities for the purpose of continuing investigation of crimes 
which were committed in the rural districts. In these cases, our present 
policy of working as closely as possible with the local authorities of cities 
will be followed, for in general it seems that such a ]]olicy produces the most 
satisfactory results. 

0. This order should be discussed with the district inspector of the Bureau 
of Criminal Investigation, with your troo]) lieutenants and first sergeant in 
order that all will have a eomiiioii understanding of its intent and purpose. 

J O H N A. W A R N E R , 
Superinlenderit 

Nineteen iiundred tliirty-nine was a notable year by reason 
of our distinguished visitors, their Royal Britannie Majesties. This 
occasion necessitated extensive police arrangements throughout 
the entire area of their tour, and i t was indeed a singular honor 
that the New York State Troopers were selected to perform escort 
and guard duty in connection with the automobile and railroad 
travel of the Royal eniourugv. 

The King and Queen entered the United States at Niagara Falls, 
where a large detachment of our men were on hand to assist i n 
protecting them. The railroad tracks within this State that were 
on the route of the Royal train to Washington, D. C. were 
guarded by troopers, railroad police and detachments of the 
National Guard. 

On Saturday, June 10, their Majesties and party were met by 
our escort at the New York City line, whence they journeyed to 
the home of the President of the United States at Hyde Park. 
Proper arrangements for guarding at that point were made well 
in advance of their visit and efficiently carried out un t i l their 
departure by rail on Sunday, June 11. 

Again the"̂  route of the Royal train from Poughkeepsie to Rouses 
Point was carefully guarded not only by detachments of National 
Guard, railroad police, and troopers, but by the local police depart­
ments concerned as well. 

The co-ordination of all police services, national. State and 
local, in this connection was indeed gratifying, and i t is a great 
satisfaction to note that not a single incident arose to mar the 
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warm and genuine weieonie extended to these sovereigns by our 
people. 

This exti-a duty imposed a great strain upou our personnel; 
however their re.sponse was splendid. The appreciation of their 
Ma,iesties was expressed by their presentation of several gifts, 
and the strong letters of commendation from the Secretary of 
State at Washington and from your Excellency are here pub­
lished as indications of onr desire to incorporate them in our 
perpetual records: 

D E r A R T M E N T O F STATK 

W A S H I N G T O N , T). C , .liinr 2(1. !!):!!» 

M Y D E A R G O V E R N O R L B H . M A N . — I wish to express to you my sincere a ipre-
ciatioii of your effective contribution to the success of the recent vis t of 
their Brittaiiic Majesties. I n this connection, I ])articuhirly desire to commend 
tlie National Guard under the directiim of Bripadier-General Walter G. Roli'.ii-
son, and the State Police under the direction of-Major John A. Warner. 

I took especial note of the fact that at no time during the entire movement 
of the Royal train through New York State was the train out of sight of 
a white police car of the local State Police Troopers travelling in the same 
direction and on the adjacent roadway. 

1 trust that you will be good enough to inform those officers who were 
responsible for the efficiency of the arrangements for the Brit ish Royal visit 
that their courteous co-operation is greatly appreciated by the Department 
of State. 

Sincerely yours, 
C O R D E L L H U L L 

Tlw lloiiurahlc, H E B H E K T I I . L E H M A N , Governor of Xctv York. 

S T A T E OP N E W Y O R K 

E X E C U T I V E C H A M B E R 

H E R B E R T 11. L E H M A N 

Governor 
A M A N Y , N . Y . , June 

M A . I O R J O H N A. W A R N E R , Snperinlendcnt of Hlale Police, Capitol, Alhani/. 
.V. Y . ; 

M Y D E A R M A J O R W A R N E R . — M a y I congratulate you, the other officers and 
the men of the State Police on the fine service rendered last Saturday and 
Sunday on the occasion of the visit of their Brittanic Majesties. 

I had the opportunity of personally observing in Westchester. Putnam and 
Dutchess counties the sjilendid manner in which our men handled the eiilire 
situation. 

Appreciation was expressed to me by their Majesties. Wi l l you please 
convey this expression of commendation to the officers and men of the Division 
of State Police. 

Very sincerely yours, 
H E R B E R T H . L E H M A N 

The State Police exhibit at the New York World's Pair was 
visited by approximately 3,500,000 people between A p r i l 30 and 
October 31. I t was open daily from 10 a.m. unt i l 10 p.m., with 
troopers on duty to explain the organization and operation of 
the division, as well as to demonstrate some of the technical 
apparatus on display. This exhibit provided a splendid oppor­
tuni ty to acquaint the public with the many and varied activi-
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ties of our force, particularly those persons from our own urban 
sections and the many out-of-state residents. The aims and ob.jects 
of .State Police in the field of accident prevention were stressed, 
and we believe that a better understanding of mutual co-opera­
tion between drivers and enforcing authorities resulted therefrom. 

This exhibit of the State Police was placed in the main lobby 
of the New York State Building and its excellent location served 
to focus attention on i t when entering the building. Although the 
allotted space was too small for a complete display of all items 
concerned with our work, we were able to show the more important 
pieces of our apparatus ami equipment. Murals used as a back­
ground depicted several phases of our activities, and the actual 
display of diving gear, radio sets, floodlight outfits, fingerprint 
ami i)hof()grai)hic paraphernalia, inhalators etc., called forth much 
interest. An outstanding feature and one which attracted con­
siderable attention was the operation of a teletypewriter instru­
ment physically connected with the eight-state police network 
aiul transmitting crime alarms actuall.y going over the system. 

Included among our visitors were numerous representatives 
of law enforcement units from many parts of this and other 
countries. Valuable contacts were established with, these officials, 
which should, in the future, greatly expedite any transactions 
conducted between our respective organizations. 

Inasmuch as plans definitely indicate continuance of the Pair 
in 1940, i t w i l l again be necessary to assign sufficient personnel 
to attend at our display. 

Continuation of the election investigations in Albany begun in 
1938 required that from five to seven members of our force be 
detailed to the Attorney-General's office unt i l October 17, 1939. 
These men engaged in the location and subpoenaing of witnesses, 
gathering of evidence, making arrests and giving testimony in 
the various trials. Our handwriting examiner also spent consider­
able time on these cases by checking comparisons on all alleged 
double registrations. The statistical result of this investigation is 
as follows: 

194 Felony arrests 138 convictions 
101 Misdemeanor arrests 97 convictiinis 

1,408 Subpoenas served. 

Total days of service of troopers in 1939 luimbered 2,384. 
(Immediately prior to Election Day and on Election Day in 1938 
a detail of troopers varying in numbers from 43 to 84 were assigned 
to this investigation.) 

Throughout the year this division has endeavored to comply 
with the Budget Director's letter issued during December 191̂ 8 
by exercising the greatest degree of economy in operations con­
sistent wi th adequately meeting public demands for our essential 
services. Purchases of new equipment were held at a minium, 
and, wherever savings could be effected, that has been done. I t 
is rather difficult, however, to predict when emergencies may arise, 
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and as they do we must perform our functions promptly and 
efficiently. A t such times necessary unanticipated equipment is 
required as for instance during the milk strike of 1939, when 
we were forced to replace a considerable quantity of our tear gas 
that was by reason of its age, not dependable for proper use. 
More and more we are forced to use the facilities of our scientific 
laboratory as an aid to the solution of major crimes, and this, 
of course, entails added expenditures for proper chemicals, 
reagents, etc., without which determinations could not be estab­
lished. The demands for prompt distribution of pertinent police 
information, particularly after the eommi.ssion of major crimes, 
has often severely taxed our communications appropriations, but 
in al l of these instances expenditures have been judiciously super­
vised and only resorted to when necessity permitted no other 
course. This division Avill always carefully regulate its financial 
outlaj'S so as to provide nuiximum service to the public for mini­
mum expenditures. 

During the coming year we anticipate that two or three activi­
ties w i l l tax our personnel resources to the utmost. Eumor 
declares that army maneuvers involving upwards of 100,000 
troops w i l l be conducted in the vicini ty of Pine Camp for approxi­
mately two months. Our past experience indicates that this 
w i l l necessitate about 75 troopers wi thin that area for the dura­
tion of these mil i tary activities. I n addition, governmental agen­
cies have requested our assistance in cases connected with sabotage 
and subversive activities. While we cannot predict to what extent 
our services may be required in such investigations, i t is safe to 
assume that there w i l l be many reported cases, some of which 
w i l l offer sufficient evidence of genuineness to warrant continued 
and exhaustive inquiries. These and other special services w i l l 
somewhat deplete our patrol force. Again, in ours as in other 
similar organizations, those members of our body temporarily out 
of active service by reason of in jury or illness create a serious 
lessening of the total number available for duty. While our 
percentage in that respect has fortunately not been high, i t is a 
factor to be considered in planning the placement of patrols and 
the extent of extra duties. 

Instances of courage displayed by members of the force are 
numerous and each year i t becomes more difficult to select two 
outstanding acts which merit official recognition and public pre­
sentations of visible testimonials. 

For 1938, the board of awards, consisting of the Attorney-
General, the Managing Editor of the New York Daily News and 
two officers of this division unanimously decided the following: 

The Annual "Daily News" Medal for Valor 
This medal was presented to Trooper John J. Dorr of Troop L 

(Babylon), at the New York State Fair by your Excellency. The 
act meriting that award was most ably described by your citation 
which accompanied the medal. I t is quoted here: 
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" A t a time when the worst hurricane in New York's his­
tory lashed the Long Island coast, you displayed courage of 
a type that makes us proud that von are a member of our 
State Police. 

" Informed that two employees of the Long Island State 
Park Commission were marooned by the storm on a crum­
bling sand dune, you drove in j 'our patrol car with two work­
men to the nearest possible point. Then, wi th a rope tied 
under your arms, you plunged into the boiling tide to ewim 
to the dune, more than 300 feet away, in the very teeth of 
the gale. 

" I t was a tremendous task, but after fifteen minutes of 
ceaseless buffeting, you reached tiie two men. Only one of 
them, Michael Cole, could swim. You brought him off first 
and, wi th the aid of the rope held by your two helpers, man­
aged to drag him to the submerged roadway. 

" Y o u were almost exhausted, as we well believe, but you 
returned for Har ry Waitwood, the second man. 

" A s you had feared, the man clutched you with a grip 
of terror as soon as you entered the water wi th him on the 
return journey. Nevertheless, you managed to keep him 
afloat although you yoTirself were under the water most of 
the time. As you neared the shore, you lost consciousness, 
but continued to cling to Waitwood while the men at the 
other end of the rope dragged both of you, wi th you under­
neath, over rough stones and debris, to safety. 

"This caused injuries which, wi th submersion and exhaus­
tion, kept you on sick leave for a month. 

" F o r an act of heroism which has few parallels in State 
Police annals, i t gives me the greatest pleasure to present 
you with the Second Annual Medal of Valor of the New York 
Daily News." 

The Major John Adams Warner Trophy for Exceptional Bravery 
This trophy was awarded to Lieutenant John P. Ronan, Troop 

D, Oneida, for exceptional bravery displayed by his capture of 
an armed robber. 

I t is an extreme pleasure to record these meritorious acts in 
the annual report of this division that they may become per­
manent parts of the official archives of the State. 

BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 
The record of accomplishments of this bureau is indicated by 

the case sununary reports appended hereto. During 1939, there 
was an average of one hundred men assigned to this bureau by 
whom 4,587 uuijor investig.itions were conducted. The results 
of these investigations were highly satisfactory, and, when com­
pared with i)ast years, we note marked in<n-eased efficiency of 
our investigators, thus proving the rule that in the field of crim­
inal investigation, as in other endeavors, experience is a valuable 
teacher. 
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Crime investigation is daily becoming more complex, and i t is 
most interesting to follow through the reports of these investi­
gators, particularly in cases where, at first, there seems to be no 
possibility of solution. 

Early in 1939, in Jefferson county, we were confronted Avith 
a most mysterious murder case. Diligent and intelligent work 
on the part of one of our investigators resulted i n the identifi­
cation of the unknown victim and subsequent arrest of those 
responsible for his death. I n connection Avith this case, an edi­
torial appeared in the Watertown, New York, Times, Avhich is 
published here in its entirety: 

"SERGEANT LeVASSEUR'S A C H I E V E M E N T 

"Whatever the outcome of the Henderson Pond murder 
cases may be. Sergeant Leo L . LeVasseur of the Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation of the State Police has done a mas­
terly job of investigation. The case was a baffling one from 
the first. I t required many days of research before the vic­
t im (!Ould even be identified. Clues wei'e scarce but Sergeant 
LeVasseur Avorked on unt i l he was in a position to make 
his arrests and to secure the indictmeiit of the suspects. 

"Sergeant LeVasseur is Avell known all through tlie.se north­
ern counties. He is one of the veteran members of Troop B. 
Before being promoted to the Bureau of Criminal Investiga­
tion, he served in many of the villages and toAvns through­
out this section. This long service, where he was called 
upon to meet every type of police problem, gave him a back­
ground that has stood him in good stead now that he is 
serving in a more specialized capacity. 

"The Bureau of Criminal Investigation of the State Police, 
popularly known as NeAV York's Scotland Yard, has amply 
justified its existence in the comparatively brief period i t has 
been operating. I t has solved many puzzling cases but few, 
we venture to say, Avere more puzzling than that which Ser­
geant LeVasseur undertook many months ago when he was 
assigned on the Henderson Pond murder. He is to be com­
mended for his perseverance and his intelligence." 

This is but one of the many instances where the Avork of our 
bureau has been signally recognized. Requests to assist local 
authorities, district attorneys and other officials are increasing each 
year, indicating that the services of our investigators are of a 
highly satisfactory character. 

I n co-operation with the Conservation Department, our bureau 
undertook careful investigation of every hunting accident occur­
r ing wi thin this State during 1939. We are now engaged in a 
compilation of our analyses as to the causes of these accidents, 
and upon completion we hope to suggest some remedial measures 
for their reduction, i f not complete elimination. 

We have also recommended to the Conservation Department 
that a statute be enacted which would require submission of an 
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CONSOLIDATED K K P O R T — B U K E A U OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION— 
Continued 

Cases 
reported Cleared 
during by 

Crinu' 19;i9 arrest 
St i l l illegal ,1 3 
Stolen property (receiving) 21 21 
Voting illegally fi (i 
Weapons, dangerous 1 1 
Woodlands (set lire to) 1 

Totals 4,587 

Cleared 
as 

unfounded 

3,127 830 

Cases 
pending 
Jan. 1. 

1940 

024 

Assists to other police agencies—investigations resulting in arrests. . . . 
Assists to other police agencies—investigations not resulting in arrests 
Special assignments of investigators to State or jnunicipal agencies— 

total days services 9,031 

23 

CONSOLIDATED REPORT, B U R E A U OP CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION, 
J U N E 1, 1936—DECEMBER 31, 1939 

Cleared Cleared 
Cases by as Cases 

Total pending arrest unfounded pending 
cases Dec. 31, in in Dec. 31, 

Year reported 1939 1939 1939 1939 
1936 (seven months) . . I,,572 171 3 10 1.58 
1937 3,489 412 20 31 355 
1938 3,850 035 102 82 391 
1939 4,587 . . 3,127 830 624 

Totals 13,504 1,218 3,318 959 1,528 

Special Investigation—State Insurance Fund 

Tills iiivestigatiou was continued throughout 1939. On the 
first day of the year 30 men were assigned exclusively to i t but 
gradual reduction of personnel was possible so that only seven 
troopers remained on the detail at the beginning of 1940. A vast 
amount of effort was directed to the various intricate investiga­
tions necessary to discover these frauds and to the subsequent 
prosecution of both dishonest employees and assureds. Our 
reports at the close of the year revealed as follows: 
Indictments returned 
State Fund auditors arrested 
State Fund auditors acquitted 
State Fund auditors convicted 
Assureds arrested 
Corporations indicted or informed against. . 
Fines paid on convictions 
Financial restitutions nnide to fund (1939) 
Active cases under investigation 
Cases concluded (1939) _ 
Observations of assureds premises 

110 
10 

1 
2 

64 
42 

.1? 10,400.00 
.1i709,704.59 

123 
661 

8,162 



Troopers Escort and Guard of Honor for Their Royal Brittanic Majesties, 
June 10-11, 1!)30 
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state Fund forms prepared tor investigation 2,450 
Sul)])oenas (duees tei-mn ) served 244 
Sulipoenas (personal) served 297 
State Fund employees investigated 51 
New assureds a|ii)lieations investigated 91 
Seizures of books and records 247 
Auditors cases (1938) pending trials 10 
Provisional appointees of fund suspended or discharged 20 

Since the beginning of this investigation in 1938 a total sum 
of $960,338.31, representing premiums due to the fund from 
assureds' falsely reporting payroll amounts, has been collected. 

Apparently i t w i l l be necessary to continue this detail for at 
least part of next year as pending cases indicate that considerable 
investigative efforts w i l l be required before they may be finally 
closed. 

Special Investigation—Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
After a conference of the Department of Taxation and Finance 

and the Bureau of Motor Vehicles with our Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation, i t was decided that persistent rumors of certain 
irregular practices by inspectors of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
should be carefully investigated. Allegations that these employees 
were accepting fees for approval of drivers' licenses during road 
tests, and other charges either amounting to violations of law 
or of departmental regulations, were made from time to time b.y 
vai'ious persons. The Motor Vehicle officials were deeply con­
cerned by the.se apparent irregularities and accordingly we assigned 
four of our investigators to the Greater New York area and two 
to the up-State districts. Up to the close of the year i t has not 
been possible to discover any teiulency on the part of those out­
side of the New York districts to engage in such practices, but our 
inquiry in the boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn thus far has 
resulted in the following: 

Indictments brought against inspectoi-s 1 
Indictments pending against inspectors 22 
Inspectors luider investigation 63 
Inspectors dismissed after hearing 5 
Inspectors dismissed without hearing 4 
Inspectors permitted to resign 9 
Inspectors cases pending 4 
Driver applicants interviewed concerning irregular activities of e.\am-

ing inspectors 4,694 
Inspectors bank accounts subpoenaed 24 
Observations of inspectors 31 
Subpoenaes served 20 
Drivers schools under investigation 127 
Diivers schools permits revoked and closed 1 
Drivers schools operating illegally 35 
Inspectors yet to be investigated 39 

This substantiates the rumors of many irregularities in the 
official relationship between these inspectors and those applying 
for drivers' licenses. I n some instances fees were accepted by 
these inspectors for approving the road tests of persons whose 
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Trooper John J . Dorr, Troop L , Bahylon 

Reeipient. of the Seeond Annual Daily News Medal of Valor (1938) 
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(liialifieatioiis to drivo were somewhat doiibtful, and in otiiers 
there is indication of collusion between automobile drivers' schools 
of instruction and the inspectors to gain special favors by way of 
assuring licenses upon test for the students of such schools. The 
inspectors, of course, were to receive a certain remuneration for 
the consideration so extended. 

To continue this investigation to its conclusion w i l l require that 
our six investigators pursue i t during the greater part of next 
year. Investigation of drivers' training schools w i l l prove to be 
difficult, but iiulications point to the elimination of many undesir­
able ones and to an ultimate elimination of such unlawful prac­
tices by both the schools and the inspectors. 

Scientific Laboratory—Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

On July 1, 1939, the assistance rendered to our laboratorj- by 
the "Works Progress Administration terminated. W i t h the approval 
of the Director of the Budget, the five W.P.A. workers were 
appointed civilian employees of this division. These consist of 
one chemist, one physicist, one staff artist, one photographer and 
one secretary. I n addition to these employees and the director, 
there were three troopers attached to the staff, one of whom is 
examiner of disputed documents, firearms and ammunition, one 
is a microchemist and a th i rd is in charge of records and reports. 

For the purpose of answering emergency calls requiring the 
presence of laboratory staff members at the scenes of crimes and 
for transporting them and their apparatus to various grand 
.juries and courts, an automobile has been assigned to the 
laboratory. 

During 1939, there were 106 cases submitted requiring labora­
tory examinations of 667 pieces of evidence. This represented 
23 more cases than in 1938 and 39 more than in 1937. 

I t was frequently necessary for certain members of our labora­
tory staff to go to the actual scenes of crimes and accidents for the 
purpose of examining evidence. Many inquiries of a general 
nature relating to investigation technique and scientific determina­
tion of evidence were received and answered. These emanated 
from police agencies, prosecutors' offices. State and municipal 
department heads, etc. Articles concerning scientific investigations 
of crimes and the possibilities of laboratory examinations were 
prepared for publications having circulation among interested 
individuals or agencies. 

The Division of Disputed Documents assisted the Attorney-
General's office in the investigation, examination and prosecution 
of cases arising from alleged violation of Election Laws in the 
county of Albany, as well as in civil litagation against the State. 
Assistance was also rendered the Department of Conservation in 
several cases involving illegal k i l l ing of game. 

During the past year, the director was absent from the labora­
tory on investigations, research, conferences and testifying before 
Grand and Trial Juries 123 days. Trooper Ki rwan assisted the 
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4. Comparison Microscope. For Examiiuition of Projectiles—With Special 
Attachment for Magnification 10-100 

director at courts for 94 days. Trooper Hamilton either assisted 
the director, attended conferences or testified before Grand or 
Trial Juries 30 days, and was detailed to the Attoriiey-Generars 
office from January 3, 1939 to July 24, 1939 for special duty. 

I n addition to the continuation of forensic scientific problems, 
the laboratory undertook a special study of cases involviua-
arsons, explosions, and the blowing of safes through the media 
of nitro-glycerin. 

The examination of many fires of incendiary origin, reveals a 
change in the modua operendi of the culprit . The use of inflam­
mable liquids, which evaporate rapidly and in vajxir form produce 
violent explosions when brought in contact with even a small 
naked flame have materially increased and demanded develop­
ment of new micro-distillation methods of the debris. The present 
technique eiuibles the laboratory iu)t oidy to determine the type 
of the l iquid wi th which the fire was started, but even to establish 
the commercial origin of the l i tpiid through the nu^dia of controls. 
This method of investigation coiuiects the crime directly with the 
suspect. 
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A complete study of the chemical and medical forsenic litera­
ture, dealing with tlie application of various methods for the 
identification of blood, was completed. Over forty volumes, cover­
ing the latter part of the nineteenth century, as well as the con­
tributions of the twentieth, were reviewed, and a number of errors 
that had continued to exist in the forensic literature, were dis­
covered and corrected. This is the first time, as far as we know, 
that any laboratory has luidertaken complete study of this very 
important sub.ject. 

i n the B^irearms Identification Division, a fu l l line of cartridges 
used in diversified firearms, and manufactured b.v the four leading 
American firms, have been purchased and complete calibration 
has been nuule for checking juirposes. This collection, added 
to the pi'cviously collected anununition, which amounts now to 
several thousand sjiecimens, assists promptly in furnishing correct 
infornuitiou relating to the identification of projectiles. 

The Chemical Laboratory has been used by many coroners, 
physicians and pathologists for toxicologicai examinations. A 
number of cases, involving asphyxia, have been referred to the 
laboratory—all of which necessitated analysis of blood for carbon 
monoxide or other toxic gases. Although blood chemistry in 
carbon monxide poisoning is well known, the laboratory was con­
fronted with a problem involving asphyxiation from natural gas, 
which does not contain carbon monoxide and the toxic properties 
of which are due to inhalation of methane. This problem wi l l 
require much further research. 

The pathometer, which is a type of psychogalvanometer used 
for the study of emotional reaction in the examiiuition of suspects 
and material witnesses in order to determine from the graphic 
reaction their relation to the crime committed, proved to be 
a very useful adjunct in the armamentarium of our labortory. 
Though used conservatively, it proved to be a helpful factor in 
aiding field officers of our bureau in many investigations. 

The Photograjiliic Dcjiartment has now a complete battery of 
cameras and ])liotograi)hic apjiliances sufficient to meet any prob­
lem. New appai'atus, added during the year, consisted of a speed 
graphic camei'a, adaptable for both outdoor and indoor work, an 
ins]iectrograi)h camera for jihotograiihic and documentary evidence, 
fingerprints and fabric patterns, ami an enlarger, for the produc­
tion of j irints of a large size. 

I n the Division of Microscopy, a new microscope with all neces­
sary attachments and illuminating sources suitable for advanced 
research work was purchased. A n important instrument, the 
Euscoiie. invaluable in iihoto-micrography. has also been secured. 
Its special significance lies in the fact that microscopic evidence 
may now be presented to a jui-y without the necessity of individual 
examination. The specimen is projected on a small screen and 
may be observed by several persons simultaneously, while the 
microscopist gives his interpretation. It is especially valuable in 
the explanation of human or aninial hairs or fibei'S to the jury . 
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The Bullet in of the Bureau of Criminal Investigation, 2,500 
eopies of which are printed each month, continues to serve as 
an organ of education and dissemination of knowledge pertaining 
to scientifie crime investigation. The Technical Notes, which 
carry on a form of post-graduate education, are mimeographed in 
the laboratory and issued to the members of the Division of State 
Police. 

Cases 
Although the scieiu'cs whicili are applied to the investigation 

of crime in the laboratory are per se theoretically dry and dog­
matic, yet when applied to the solving of human acts devised by 
the brain of man, they reveal an unusual richness of pathos, 
drama, traged.y, and even occasionally humor. 

Possibly one of the nu)st interesting cases paralleling the story 
of Dr. Jekyll aiul Mr. Hyde, is the ease of People vs. Smith. 

Smith, a man of 61, a widower, fell in love with a young girl 
17 years old. The amorous adventure was terminated by the 
widowed mother of the gi r l . Smith wrote a number of letters 
to the young woman ui-ging her to continue the i l l ic i t relation­
ship, and, when finally confronted with a definite negative answer, 
l)lanned in revenge not only to k i l l the young woman but to wipe 
out her entii-e family. The family was relatively poor, and the 
mother and children were accustomed to go out and i^ick up fire­
wood. Thus one day they found a number of substantially large 
l)ieces of kindling suitable for the stove. The pieces were gatheretl 
in the gutters, i n front of the house and on the opposite side of 
the street. While nuiking the fire, two pieces of wood wei'c placed 
in tlie kitchen stove. Only a miracle saved the entire family, as 
at that moment, when they all had gone downstairs to look at 
the furnace, a tei-rific; explosion shook the entire building, demolish­
ing the stove and the kitchen. B. C. I . operatives and members 
of the uniformed force of Troop G, supplemented by the town 
])oliee and the district attorney's office, began the investigation 
immediately, and the laboratory technicians Avere called for 
consultation. 

The analysis of the ashes revealed that the explosion was caused 
by dynamite and the examination of the remaining pieces of fire­
wood proved the presence of a stick of dynamite (Fig. A ) . Like­
wise a small piece of pine board, painted white on which there 
were figures writ ten with a pencil, was found with the firewood. 
The impressions of a vice on the firewood (Fig. B ) , indicated that 
it was the work of an expert mechanic. A seizure of the letters 
in the young woman's room gave the first indication of the exist­
ence of Smith and the search of his premises revealed the presence 
of a vice, the impressions of which matched those found on the 
firewood. The mate (Fig. C-1) of the piece of pine board, also 
painted white and bearing the continuation of the figures visible 
on the small piece found with the firewood, was located in the cellar 
of Smith's house (Fig. C-2). Both pieces produced fitted into 
each other and even established the correctness of the multiplica-
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t ioii (Pig. D ) . Confronted with this evidence, Smith plead 
guil ty and was sentenced by the Hon. James Liddle, county judge 
of Schenectady county, to a term of five to fifteen years in Clinton 
Prison. 

A case that could probably be called a "Symposium of San-
guinarial Symphony" occurred in the village of Waverly in Tioga 
county. Here on the morning of Pebruary 23, 1939, in an old 
ramshackle tenement house occupied at that time by only two 
families, the body of Domiuick Marino was found, lying in a pool 
of blood and showing the evidence of a fractured skull. After 
preliminary investigation by the village police, district attorney 
and B. C. I . District C, laboratory technicians were called into 
consultation. 

Prom the pool of blood at the place where Marino's body was 
found, leading up the stairs on nearly every step, on the bannister, 
and on the wall, blood stains were visible. They led from the stairs 
through the hall to the flat of one Jacob Barron, where blood­
stains were found nearly everywhere—on the floor of the kitchen, 
in the sink, on the faucet, on the knob and glass pane of a door 
that led to the rear porch, on the kitchen table, on the refrigerator, 
in the adjoining room, on the rug, on the couch situated in the 
th i rd room, and in the corner of the floor of the front room. Since 
there had been a drinking party going on in the two flats un t i l 
a late hour of the night, which the deceased had attended, all the 
participants were questioned. Several of them were exonerated, 
but three were subjected, at their own consent, to the application 
of a deception study by the pathometer. The graphic record 
pointed to the guilt of one Kenneth Roberts, who confessed to 
assaulting the deceased for the purpose of robbery and of revenge 
for an erotic reason. He was subsequently sentenced for man­
slaughter in the first degree. The interest, however, centered itself 
on the explanation of the unusual combination of blood stains. 
After chemical examination as to the identity of blood, micro­
scopic examination for Teichman's crystals confirming the chemical 
findings, precipitin test to identify the biological origin of the 
blood, and blood t.vping to ascertain the group and through the 
group to trace the blood stains to the several individuals partici­
pating in the party, the result proved to be nu)st interesting ami 
to color the tragedy with a touch of humor. 

During a fist-fight, which had nothing to do with the murder, 
one of the men crashed his hand through the window-pane and cut 
himself i n several places. That accounted for many of the blood­
stains in the room, where the fight occurred, the kitchen, the hall 
and the steps. The nuirder itself took place at the foot of the 
steps, where the blood belonged to the deceased. The additional 
blood stains were traced as follows: The blood on the couch belonged 
to one of the women, the blood on the kitchen table and refrigerator 
was that of a chicken killed on the morning of the event, and 
finally the blood on the floor of the fourth room had been spilled 
by the family dog. 

A n unusual case of a dual and dangerous personality was found 
in Washington county through several mysterious fires that had 
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occurr'ed witliout any indication as to who niiglit Jiave been the 
culprit. One night a barn fire occurred on tlie property of F. B. 
Ijariuon, as a result of which several horses and cows were burned. 
Many neighbors, friends and acquaintances came the following 
day to visit Mr. Larmon, and among them there was a young man 
(Harold Spires, 23-24 years old) of a very pleasant personality 
who was so deeply touched by the misfortune of Mr. Larmon that 
he offered to help him bury the burned horses ami cows. Not 
often is siuth an assistance rendered, and Mr. Larmon cheerfully 
ac(^epted the assistaiu-e of the sympathetic young man. He proved 
to be a very good worker and so received a permanent job. 
Approximately two weeks later, Mr. Larmon received an anony­
mous threatening letter. There were several suspects, both of the 
fire and of the sending of the threatening missive, but they were 
all exonerated. The authorities worked very hai-d to solve the 
two cases. Then a trooper, stationed in that locality, learned that 
Spires had purchased a revolver and was shooting i t rather pro­
miscuously. Since there was no record indicating that he had 
received a permit, he was arrested on the charge of carrying a 
concealed weapon and to this charge he plead guilty. Upon being 
questioned as to his reason for purchasing the firearm, he responded 
that he was dissatisfied with the manner with which the authorities 
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(i. Micr(iscoi)ic K(|ui | i iHciit . A—Clieiiiical Microsc()i)e With Surface I l lum­
inator; B—Binocular Microscope; C—Osborne Comparison Microscope 
for Documentaiy Evidence; D—Research ilicroscope for Special I l lumi­
nation and Magnilication ; E—Chemical Microscope; F—Petrographic 
Microscope With F i l a r Micrometer Eyepiece Measuring 1 1/00 of a Mille-
meter and Vertical Illuminator for Metalgraphic Examination 

were working on the investigation of the mysterious fire and the 
threatening letter, and that he had decided to be a detective and 
that obviously a detective had to have a loaded revolver. He was 
sentenced to 90 days in the county ja i l , during which time he 
was given the substantial (|uautities of paper and pencil requested 
by him for the purpose of wr i t ing detective stories. I t was noticed 
then that occasionally he did not write but printed his material 
as had been done in the anonymous letter. He was questioned 
several times, but always denied any participation and produced 
a very reasonable alibi. I t was then that the district attorney of 
Washington county, the Hon. James Gibson, Jr., recjuested the 
assistance of the laboratory for the purpose of giving the young 
nuiu a deception test with the pathometer. When the test was 
administered, in response to the questions bearing upon the letter 
and the fires and he indicated an unusual emotional reaction. The 
interpretation of the graph was explained to him without much 
difficulty, and he gave Trooper Scoville of the B. V. I . , District G, 
a comiiiete confession not only of being tlie author of the letter, 
but also of being I'csponsible for several fires. On June 21, 1939. 
he was sentenced by the Hon. Wyman Bascom, county judge of 
Washington county, to twenty-four years at Clinton Prison. 



C H A R T 1 

E V I D E N C E S U B M I T T E D AND E X A M I N E D . C L A S S I F I C A T I O N OF C R I M E S , C O U N T Y OF O R I G I N , R E S U L T S OF L A B O R A T O R Y F I N D I N G S AND S O U R C E 
FROM W H I C H R E C E I V E D 

Abbrennlions: D. A.— District .Attorney. P. D.— Police Department. 
B. C. I . — Bureau of Criminal Investigation. 
F. D.— Fire Department. 

Scientific Laboratory — Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Ix\-ESTIGATrON OF County in which 
originated 

Date evidence 
received at 
laboratory 

Laboratory,' 
number 

Laboratory 
findini^s Evidence received from 

A.nimal Doisoniuff 1-30-39 4-A-l Positive District C, B. C. 1. 
Animal poisoning 9-18-39 4-A-2 Positive District G, B. 0. I. 

Arson 1- 3-39 4-B-l Positive District C, B. C. I. 
Arson 2- 3-39 4-B-2 Positive Board of Fire Underwriters 

4-13-39 4-B-3 Positive District G, R. C. I. .ind D. \
Arson 5- 4-39 4-B-4 Positive District G, B. C. I. 

Monroe 7-27-39 4-B-5 Positive Rochester P. D. and Rochester F. D. 
8-14-39 4-B-6 Positive D. A. 

Arson 8-15-39 4-B-7 Positive District G, B. C. I. 
10- 2-39 4-B-8 Positive District G, B. C. I. 

Arson 10-20-39 4-B-9 Positive D. A. 
Arson Rensselaer . - 10-21-39 4-B-lO Positive D. A. 
Arson 11-13-39 4-B-l 1 Plattsburgh P. D. 
Arson Yates . 11-28-39 4-B-12 Positive D. A. 

12- 5-39 4-B-I3 Positive District G, B. C. I. 
12-18-39 4-B-14 Positive District G, B. C. I. 

Ulster 12-27-39 4-B-I5 Positive Board of Fire Underwriters 

It 6-22-39 4-C- l Positive District C, B. C. I. 
Assault 8- 7-39 4-C-2 Pisitive D. A. 

Suffolk 10- 9-39 4-C-3 D. A. 

RiirDrliiî  Suffolk 1- 4-39 4-D-l Troop L — State Police 
Sheriff's Office 6- 1-39 4-D-2 
Troop L — State Police 
Sheriff's Office 

Rnrcl n.rv Saratoga 7-10-39 4-D-3 Negative District G, B. C. I. and D. .-V. 
Burglar '̂ 8-30-39 4-D-4 D. A. 

Forgery 
Forgery, 2nd 
Forgery 
Forgeo' 
Forgery 
Forgery 
Forgery 
Forgery 
Forgery 
Forgery 
Forgery 

Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 

Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 
Homicide 

Larceny 

Malicious mischief 
Malicious mischief 

Sex crime 

Federal violation (U. S. P. O.) 

Saratoga.... 
St. Lawrence. 
Oneida 
Schoharie... . 
.\lbany 
Saratoga.... 
Rensselaer. . . 
Schenectady. 
Saratoga.... 
Yates 
Yates 

Rockland.... 
Schenectady. 
Saratoga.... 
Oswego 
Tioga 
Saratoga.... 
Ontario 
West Virgini i 
Warren 
Yates 
Herkimer 
Montgomery. 
Livingston.. 
Sullivan 
Steuben 

Jefferson.... 
Columbia.... 
Broome 
Schenectady. 
Oswego 
Washington. 
Madison 
Cattaraugus. 
Yates 
Sullivan 
Herkimer 
Saratoga 

Yates 

.Schenectady. . 
SuUivan 

Saratoga 

Albany 

1-14-39 
6- 6-39 
6- 24-39 
7- 14-39 
8- 17-39 
9- 19-39 
9-20-39 
9-20-39 

11- 30-39 
12- 12-39 
12-26-39 

I - 6-39 
1- 22-39 
2- 2-39 
2- .3-39 
2- 27-39 
3- 8-39 
3-10-39 
3-14-39 
3- 21-39 
4- 10-39 
5- 14-39 
•5-22-39 
5-22-39 
5- 31-39 
6- 21-39 

8- 1-39 
9- 12-39 
9-13-39 

10- 3-39 
10- 4-39 
10-17-39 
10-26-39 
10- 30-39. 
11- 2-39. 
12- 6-39. 
12-24-39. 
12-26-39. 

2- 23-39. 

3- 8-39. 
12-19-39. 

4- 1-39.. 

3- 6-39. 

I 4 - E - l . . 
4-E-2. . 
4-E-3. . 
4-E-4. . 
4-E-3. . 
4-E-6.. 
4-E-7. . 
4-E-8. . 
4-E-9. . 
4 - E - l 0. 
4 - E - l 1. 

4 - F - l . . 
4-F-2.. 
4-F-3.. 
4-F-4.. 
4-F-o.. 
4-F-6.. 
4-F-7.. 
4-F-8.. 
4-F-9.. 
4-F-lO. 
4 -F- l 1. 
4-F-12. 
4-F-13. 
4-F-14. 
4-F-lo. 

4-F-16. 
4-F-17. 
4-F-18. 
4-F-19. 
4-F-20. 
4-F-2I. 
4-F-22. 
4-F-23. 
4-F-24. 
4-F-25. 
4-F-26. 
4-F-27. 

4 -H- l . 

No indictment. 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Negative 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Pending 

Negative 
Positive 
Negative 
Negative 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 

Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
Negative 
Penaing 

Positive. 

D. A. 
District B, B. C. I. and D. A. 
DistrictJD, B. C. I. and D. A. 
D. A. 
Federal Government 
D. A. 
Troop G — State Police 
D. A. 
D. A. 
D. A. 
D. A. 

Rockland County P. D. 
D. A. 
D. A. 
District D, B. C. 1. 
D. A. 
District G, B. C. I. 
Geneva P. D. and D. A. 
Sheriff, Brooke Co., W. Va. 
District G, B. C. I. 
District D, B. C. I. and Penn Yiin P. D. 
Coroner 
Coroner 
District A, B. C. I. 
District C, B. C. 1. 
District A, B. C. I. , Hornell P. D. and 

D. A. 
District B, B. C. I. 
D. A. 
D, A. 
District G, B. C. 1. 
D, A. 
District G, B. C. I. 
District D, B. C. I. 
D. A. 
Coroner 
D. A. 
Coroner 
District G, B, C. I. 

D. A. 

4-1-1. 
4-1-2. 

Positive. . 
Negative. 

District G, B.C. I. and Rotterdam P. D. 
District C, B. C. I. 

4 -J - l . Positive. District G, B. C. I. and D. A. 

4 - L - l . Positive i U. S. P. O. Dept. 



C H A R T 1 —Concluded 

INVESTIGATION OF 

State violation 
Violation Conservation Law .. . 
State violation 
State violation 
State violation 

Determination of alcohol...... 
Restoration of revolver serial 

numbers 
Carrying loaded revolver 
Determination of alcohol 
Miscellaneous (hit and run). . . 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous 

Pathometer (forgery) 
Pathometer (perjury) 
Pathometer (homicide) 
Pathometer (forgery) 
Pathometer (robbery and man­

slaughter) 
Pathometer (threatening let­

ters) 
Pathometer (arson) 
Pathometer (arson) 
Pathometer (arson) 
Pathometer (homicide) 
Patiiometer (homicide) 
Pathometer (arson) 
Pathometer (arson) 

Robbery 

County in which 
originated 

Sullivan.... 
Dutchess. . . 
Albany 
Otsego 
Herkimer... 

Rockland... 

Albany 
Columbia... 
Rockland... 
Schenectady 
Franklin.... 
Saratoga. . . 
Saratoga. . . 
Rensselaer.. 
Tompkins. . 
Herkimer... 
Schenectady 
Schenectady 
Broome.... 
Onondaga.. 
Saratoga. . . 
Saratoga. . . 
Erie 
Albany 
Tompkins. . 

Saratoga. . . 
Saratoga. . . 
Oswego.... 
Herkimer... 

Tioga 

Washington. 
Washington 
Saratoga, . . 
Saratoga. . . 
Sullivan 
Sullivan.... 
Sullivan... . 
Yates 

Chenango,, 

Date evidence 
received at 
laboratory 

3- 14-39. 
5- 8-39. 
8-21-39. 
8-31-39. 

11-17-39. 

1-11-39. 

1-19-39, 
1- 30-39 
2- 24-39, 
.3- 2-39, 
.3-14-39. 
.3-30-39, 
4- 3-39 
4-10-39, 
3- 8-39 
4- 27-39 
6- 3-39 
7- 12-.39 
7- 21-39 
8- 7-39. 
8-22-39 
8-24-39 

10- 12-39 
11- 27-39 
12- 4-39 

1- 1-39 
2- 8-39 
2- 26-39 
3- 3-39 

2-24-39 

4- 18-39 
o- 2-39 
7-13-39 
7- 13-39 

10- 5-39 
10- 5-39 
10- 6-39 
12-19-39 

8- 22-39 

Laboratory 
number 

4-M-l . 
4-M-2. 
4-M-3. 
4-M-4. 
4-M-5. 

4-N- l . 

4-N-2. 
4-N-3. 
4-N-4. 
4-N-5. 
4-N-6. 
4-N-7. 
4-N-8. 
4-N-9. 
4-N-lO 
4-N-l 1 
4-N-12 
4-N-13 
4-N-14 
4-N-lo 
4-N-16 
4-N-l 7 
4-N-18 
4-N-19 
4-N-20 

3- P - l . , 
4- P - l . . 
4-P-2., 
4-P-3.. 

4-P-4.. 

4-P-5.. 
4-P-6.. 
4-P-7.. 
4-P-8.. 
4-P-9., 
4-P-lO. 
4-P-l1, 
4-P-12. 

4-R-l . 

Laboratory 
findings 

Positive. 
Negative 
Negative 
Negative 
Positive. 

Positive. 

Positive. 
Positive. 
Positive. 
Positive. 
Positive. 
Positive. 
Negative 
Positive, 
Positive. 
Positive. 
I*ositive. 
Negative 
Positive. 
Positive. 
Positive. 
Positive. 
Negative 
Negative 
Positive. 

Negative 
Positive. 
Negative 
Positive. 

Positive. 

Positive. . 
Positive. . 
Positive. . 
Positive. . 
Negative. 
Negative. 
Negative. 
Positive. . 

Evidence received from 

Correction Department 
Conservation Department 
Taxation Department. 
Conservation Department. 
Conservation Department 

Coroner 
S. P. Headquarters 
Troop G — State Police 
County Hospital 
Schenectady P. D. 
District G, B. C. I. 
D. A. 
Sheriff's Office 
Chief Inspector's OHice 
D. A. 
District D, B. C. I. 
Schenectady P. D. 
Rotterdam P. D. and D. \
District C. B. C. I. 
D. A. 
D. A. 
D. A. 
D. A. 
S. P. Headquarters, .\ttornev-General 
D. X. 

D. A. 
D. A. 
D. A. 
D. A. 

D. A. 

D. A. 
District G, B. C. I. and D, A. 
District G. B. C, I, and D. A. 
District G, B. C. I. and D. A. 
D. A. 
D. A. 
D. A. 
D, A. 

Positive i D. .\
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C T I A R T 2 

C H A R A C T E H OF T E S T S P E R F O R M E D 

S C I E N T I F I C L A B O R A T O R Y , B U R E A U OF C R I M I N A L I N V E S T I G A T I O N 

LABORATOEK 
CASE 

NUMBER 

Num­
ber of 
items 
of evi­
dence 

Itemized evidence Nature of tests performed 

4-A-l 2 Bottle containing liver of calf; bottle 
containing blood of calf. 

Chemical tests to determine pres­
ence of cyanide. 

4-A-2 3 One bone, allegeflly thrown to doî fi by 
unknown person; stomach and con­
tents and part of liver of Dog " A;" 
stomach and contents and part o] 
liver of Dog " H." 

Chemical tests for poisons. 3 One bone, allegeflly thrown to doî fi by 
unknown person; stomach and con­
tents and part of liver of Dog " A;" 
stomach and contents and part o] 
liver of Dog " H." 

Chemical tests for poisons. 

4-13-1 14 Sawdust found in wooden box; sample 
of liquid; two empty *ive-gallon 
cans; two ^ve-gallon cans contain­
ing liquid; two glass jars with burnt 
paper suostance; pnil with burnt 
paper; jar containing liquid; section 
of beam; section of up-right beam; 
hamner contpining debris; pint bot­
tle of naphtha. 

Chemical examination of all liquids 
and .'ars. Perusal of reports. 

14 Sawdust found in wooden box; sample 
of liquid; two empty *ive-gallon 
cans; two ^ve-gallon cans contain­
ing liquid; two glass jars with burnt 
paper suostance; pnil with burnt 
paper; jar containing liquid; section 
of beam; section of up-right beam; 
hamner contpining debris; pint bot­
tle of naphtha. 

Chemical examination of all liquids 
and .'ars. Perusal of reports. 

4-B-2 (i Box of wet papers; can witH about 
five pints of liquid; combination 
two burner stove; pieces of mohair 
from chair in back of shed; pieces of 
mohair from chair in front of store; 
piece of solder. 

Chemical tests for inflammable 
matter. Study of premises. 

(i Box of wet papers; can witH about 
five pints of liquid; combination 
two burner stove; pieces of mohair 
from chair in back of shed; pieces of 
mohair from chair in front of store; 
piece of solder. 

Chemical tests for inflammable 
matter. Study of premises. 

3 Sample of sawdust from icehouse; 
sample of ashes from barn (2). 

Spectrographic examination. 3 Sample of sawdust from icehouse; 
sample of ashes from barn (2). 

Spectrographic examination. 

4-B-4 9 Pieces of rope; pieces of paper; sample 
of soil; bag of burnt rope; oil can; 
colored liquid; sample of gas. 

Chemical test to determine what 
evidence was saturated with, 
inflammability, flashpoint, etc. 

9 Pieces of rope; pieces of paper; sample 
of soil; bag of burnt rope; oil can; 
colored liquid; sample of gas. 

Chemical test to determine what 
evidence was saturated with, 
inflammability, flashpoint, etc. 

4-B-5 Basket of miscellaneous debris and 
scrapings. 

Evidence was examined to deter­
mine whether fire was of incen­
diary origin. Spectrographic ex­
amination also made. 

Basket of miscellaneous debris and 
scrapings. 

Evidence was examined to deter­
mine whether fire was of incen­
diary origin. Spectrographic ex­
amination also made. 

4-B-6. . 15 One can, marked on outside " Turpen­
tine;" parts of wooden flooring; 
five pieces of paper found in cellar; 
part of bushel basket found in rear 
room of store; matches found on 
floor of rear room; six burlap bags 
and some paper, stuck between 
partition on west side of celhir. 

Study of premises. Chemical anal­
ysis of evidence to ascertain 
whether fire was of incendiary 
origin. 

15 One can, marked on outside " Turpen­
tine;" parts of wooden flooring; 
five pieces of paper found in cellar; 
part of bushel basket found in rear 
room of store; matches found on 
floor of rear room; six burlap bags 
and some paper, stuck between 
partition on west side of celhir. 

Study of premises. Chemical anal­
ysis of evidence to ascertain 
whether fire was of incendiary 
origin. 

4-B-7 5 Pieces of charred burlap found under 
floor; burlap string foimd under 
floor; piece nf chnrco.al found under 
floor; snmplo of burlap from feed 
store; sample of burlap from tan­
nery. 

Study of premises and examination 
of evidence to ascertain how fire 
originated. 

5 Pieces of charred burlap found under 
floor; burlap string foimd under 
floor; piece nf chnrco.al found under 
floor; snmplo of burlap from feed 
store; sample of burlap from tan­
nery. 

Study of premises and examination 
of evidence to ascertain how fire 
originated. 

4-B-8 5 Green bottle and cap containing small 
qiiantity of unknown substance; a 
stick with cloth attached; cloth was 
soaked with water (from cellar); 
wristwatch, found on lawn outside 
of premises after explosion; jar cap; 
can stopper. 

Examination of the evidence to 
ascertain the origin of the fire. 

5 Green bottle and cap containing small 
qiiantity of unknown substance; a 
stick with cloth attached; cloth was 
soaked with water (from cellar); 
wristwatch, found on lawn outside 
of premises after explosion; jar cap; 
can stopper. 

Examination of the evidence to 
ascertain the origin of the fire. 

4-B-9 8 Piece of sheet metal; molten metal; 
piece of wood from the bar; small 
piece of molten metal; container 
(part of Dox) with charred material 
and two towels; charred paper; two 
jars containing liquid taken from 
premises. 

Examination of evidence to ascer­
tain the origin of the fire. 

8 Piece of sheet metal; molten metal; 
piece of wood from the bar; small 
piece of molten metal; container 
(part of Dox) with charred material 
and two towels; charred paper; two 
jars containing liquid taken from 
premises. 

Examination of evidence to ascer­
tain the origin of the fire. 
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C H A R T 2 — (Continued) 

LABORATORY 
CASE 

NUMBER 

Niim-
btr of 
items 
of evi­
dence 

Itemized evidence Nature of tests performed 

4-B-l 0. . 8 Blue cushion from chair; short sectioi 
of streamer from stairway; yellow 
bedspread from bedroom; pillow 
from bedroom; long streamer from 
hallway; wnite bedspread; red cush­
ion from wicker settee; miscellan 
eons papers, container tops. 

Examination of evidence to ascer­
tain presence of kerosene — 
sketch made of interior of house 

4--B-11 1 Piece of board from where fire origi 
nated. 

Examination of evidence to deter­
mine presence of kerosene. 

4-B-12 12 Sheepskin coat; blanket from front 
window; two-quart measuring can 
piece of charred wood; deoris from 
fire in s.e. of cellar; debris from fire 
in rear center of cellar; scrapings 
from fire in back-room; scrapings 
from fire in back-room (different 
fire); debris from fire on N. side ol 
store; debris from fires on S. side nf 
store; one quart can of Anti-frceze; 
one gallon can of alcohol. 

Examination of evidence to ascer­
tain whether supporting agents 
could be recovered from debris. 

4-B-13. Evidence examined at Capitol, Albany, 
New York. 

4 -B-U. . . . 2 Motor oil can; two-gallon screw cap 
found on table in cellar. 

Chemical examination of evidence 
to determine nature of liquid. 

4 B 15... . Evidence examined at scene of fire. 

4-C-l 25 

3 

Two pieces of adhesive tape; two 
pieces of rope; twelve samples of 
paint taken from paint room; nitû  
samples of paint. 

Chemical, microscopic and spec­
trographic examination. 

4-C-2 

25 

3 Three pieces of garment, found at 
place of assault of complaining wit­
ness. 

Chemical examination of evidence 
to determine presence of blood 
and group. 

25 

3 Three pieces of garment, found at 
place of assault of complaining wit­
ness. 

Chemical examination of evidence 
to determine presence of blood 
and group. 

4-C-3 , 1 Three-ounce bottle containing un­
known liquid. 

Examination of evidence to deter­
mine presence of poison. 

2 

3 

Two envelopes containing buttons and 
shreds of cloth. 

Microscopic and Bpectrographio 
examination. 

2 

3 

Two envelopes containing buttons and 
shreds of cloth. 

Microscopic and Bpectrographio 
examination. 

4-D-2.. 

2 

3 One pinch bar taken from suspect; 
piece of wood with four holes from 
toilet window; small piece of wood 
from cash register drawer. 

Comparison test of pinch bar and 
wood. 

2 

3 One pinch bar taken from suspect; 
piece of wood with four holes from 
toilet window; small piece of wood 
from cash register drawer. 

Comparison test of pinch bar and 
wood. 

Jack knife; piece of window glass. . . . Chemical, micro-chernical and mi­
croscopic examination to deter­
mine presence of putty. 

Jack knife; piece of window glass. . . . Chemical, micro-chernical and mi­
croscopic examination to deter­
mine presence of putty. 

4-D-4.. 6 Cast impressions; two pairs of shoes; 
three samples of earth from vi('inil.\ 
of impressions. 

Study of premises and evidence to 
aiicertain whether defendant was 
at scene of crime. Also spectro­
graphic report made. 

6 Cast impressions; two pairs of shoes; 
three samples of earth from vi('inil.\ 
of impressions. 

Study of premises and evidence to 
aiicertain whether defendant was 
at scene of crime. Also spectro­
graphic report made. 

4-E~l n C^heck; standard of comparison sig­
nature; seven signatures for com­
parison. 

Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 

4 - E - 2 . . . . Evidence was examined at Canton 
New York. 

Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 

Evidence was examined at Canton 
New York. 

Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 

4-E-3 40 Twenty-one checks; quarterly repoTi 
card — Sept. to June, 1938 (8th 
grade); fourteen samples of hand­
writing; complaint report dated 
June 17, 1039; special report (June 
18. 1939); special report (June 21. 
1939); statement dated June 21. 
1939. 

Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 
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C H A R T 2 — (Continued) 

LABORATORY 
CASE 

NUMBER 

Num­
ber of 
items 
of evi­
dence 

Itemized evidence Nature of tests performed 

4-E-4 7 Two checks; copy of renewal stub for 
1938; copy of 1939 application; copy 
of "contract"; a "certificate o! 
completion"; " promissory note." 

Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 

4-K-5 10 Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 

4-K-5 10 Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 

4-E-6 8 Application for Old Age Kelief (No 
1306); Old Age Kelief warrant No 
2000; warrant No. 8229; warrant 
No. 9158; warrant No. 10093; war­
rant No. 11014; warrant No. 11966 
warrant No. 12915. 

Documentary examination fur com­
parison purposes. Photographs 
also made. 

8 Application for Old Age Kelief (No 
1306); Old Age Kelief warrant No 
2000; warrant No. 8229; warrant 
No. 9158; warrant No. 10093; war­
rant No. 11014; warrant No. 11966 
warrant No. 12915. 

Documentary examination fur com­
parison purposes. Photographs 
also made. 

4 4 Promissory note for $3500.00 dated 
Dec. 29, 1930; three checks (can­
celled). 

Documentary examination to deter­
mine whether promissory note 
was raised. 

4-]-:-8 10 Draft; check; a. purported power of 
attorney; statement of complain­
ant; series of six request signatures. 

Handwriting analyzed for com­
parison purposes. 10 Draft; check; a. purported power of 

attorney; statement of complain­
ant; series of six request signatures. 

Handwriting analyzed for com­
parison purposes. 

4-E-9 3 Check for $20.00; sworn statement; 
paper containing original signatures. 

Handwriting analyzed for com­
parison purposes. 3 Check for $20.00; sworn statement; 

paper containing original signatures. 
Handwriting analyzed for com­

parison purposes. 

I'-E-IO 5 Tromissory note for $200.00; signature 
card; cheek for $5.00 dated June 5, 
1939; check for $9.25 dated May 6. 
1939; check for $5.00 dated July 5, 
1939. 

Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 

4 - E - l l 12 Ten negatives; two specimens of origi­
nal signatures. 

Documentary examination of evi­
dence for comparison purposes. 

4 -F- l . 2 Chemical and spectrographic exami­
nation for comparison purposes. 

2 Chemical and spectrographic exami­
nation for comparison purposes. 

4-F-2 . 30 Eight pieces of clothing; twelve pieces 
of clothing; two blood samples; 
pieces of headlight lens; three scrap­
ings from car; fiber from bumper; 
front license plate; piece of stained 
Turkish towel; handkerchief with 
stain. 

Chemitfui, micro-chemical and mi­
croscopic examination of evi­
dence. 

30 Eight pieces of clothing; twelve pieces 
of clothing; two blood samples; 
pieces of headlight lens; three scrap­
ings from car; fiber from bumper; 
front license plate; piece of stained 
Turkish towel; handkerchief with 
stain. 

Chemitfui, micro-chemical and mi­
croscopic examination of evi­
dence. 

4-F~3 . 3 

1 

Automatic rifle; bullet; health record. Ballistic and documentary exami­
nation of evidence. 3 

1 

Automatic rifle; bullet; health record. Ballistic and documentary exami­
nation of evidence. 

4 F-4 

3 

1 Chemical examination to determine 
presence of human blood. 

3 

1 Chemical examination to determine 
presence of human blood. 

4 F-5 15 Napkin; scrapings from living rooni 
rug; counterpane from flower stand; 
eightblood samples; woman's shoes; 
men's short's and towel; sample of 
hair; fingernail scrapings. 

Chemical examination to determine 
presence of human blood. Chem­
ical tests to type human blood. 

15 Napkin; scrapings from living rooni 
rug; counterpane from flower stand; 
eightblood samples; woman's shoes; 
men's short's and towel; sample of 
hair; fingernail scrapings. 

Chemical examination to determine 
presence of human blood. Chem­
ical tests to type human blood. 

4-F-6 Chemical and microscopic exami­
nation on car for evident̂ e of 
impact with human being. 

4-F-6 Chemical and microscopic exami­
nation on car for evident̂ e of 
impact with human being. 

12 .22 cal. revolver; two bullets; four 
cartridges; three shells; box of .22 
short cartridges; clothing of de­
ceased. 

Ballistic, helixometer and chemical 
tests. 12 .22 cal. revolver; two bullets; four 

cartridges; three shells; box of .22 
short cartridges; clothing of de­
ceased. 

Ballistic, helixometer and chemical 
tests. 

4-F-8 19 .44 revolver — six-shooter; .32-.20 
Spanish make revolver; eight center-
fire .44 cartridges; six loaded car­
tridges; one case and lead bullet; 
lead fragments from head of de­
ceased; .44 cal. revolver aer. No. 
26. 

Spectrographic and comparis<m mi­
croscope tests. 19 .44 revolver — six-shooter; .32-.20 

Spanish make revolver; eight center-
fire .44 cartridges; six loaded car­
tridges; one case and lead bullet; 
lead fragments from head of de­
ceased; .44 cal. revolver aer. No. 
26. 

Spectrographic and comparis<m mi­
croscope tests. 



48 

C H A R T 2 — (Continued) 

LABORATORY 
CASE 

NUMBER 

Num­
ber of 
items 
of evi­
dence 

Itemized evidence Nature of tests performed 

4 -F-9 4 Broken headlight lens; headlight rim; 
sample of hair of deceased; clotliing 
of deceased. 

Identifying headlight glass and 
headlight rim. 

4 F-10 18 Autopsy report; envelopes containing 
stained flannel; four hairs from el­
bow of radiator; hairs from floor 
under elbow of radiator; handker­
chief from closet; handkerchief from 
laundry hamper; five photographs; 
phune receiver bearing stain; glass 
jar containing stomach and con­
tents; glass jar containing parts of 
brains, kidneys, etc.; quart bottle 
containing liquid. 

Serological test, chemical distilla­
tion and spectrographic analysis 
of organs, brain, kidney, etc. 

4-F -n 2 Containers containing brain tissues. . Chemical test to determine presence 
of alcohol. 

4-F-12 2 Stomach contents; part of brain Chemical test to determine presence 
of alcohol. 

4-F~l3 1 Chemical test to determine presence 
of alcohol. 

4-F~l3 1 Chemical test to determine presence 
of alcohol. 

4-F-14. . . . 12 Three sash weights; pair shoes; coun­
terpane bedspread; piece of flesh 
with bullet hole; clothing of de­
ceased; gallon of water taken from 
lake; two photographs of deceased; 
autopsy report; hair from deceased-

Examination of evidence. Spec­
trographic examination. Sketches 
and photographs made. 

4 -F- l 5 70 Twelve photographic copies of checks; 
copy of police report; memo dated 
June 3, 1939; report of investiga­
tion; fourteen statements of wit­
nesses; several statements; memo 
dated June 3, 1939; four specimens 
of handwriting; copy of last will 
and testament; twenty-one can­
celled checks with stubs from check 
book and sheet torn from telephone 
book; photostatic copy of signature 
card; photograph of signature card; 
four bottles (small) of bootleg booze; 
one bottle of Bay Rum; one pint 
bottle rubbing alcohol; letter; pho­
tostatic copy of application for 
insurance; two specimens of hand­
writing. 

Chemical, microscopic and speetro-
grapliic examination. 

4-F-lG 18 Large inanila envelope containing 
lemnants of under-shirt, under-
drawers, outer shirt; large maiiila 
envelope containing handkerchief; 
small cellophane package contain­
ing unknown object recovered from 
pond where body was recovered; 
two pellets, removed from skull of 
deceased; one pellet, removed from 
head of deceased; one l4-ft. flat 
bottom row-boat; seven fingers; one 
container (metal) containing skull 
of deceased; preliminary reports; 
laboratory copy of dental chart; 
laboratory copy of autopsy report. 

Examination of evidence to deter­
mine presence of blood and to 
identify body and clothes. 

r 

6 Right rear door handle of sedan; scrap­
ings from right rear door; scrapings 
from front door hinge control; scrap­
ings of paint from car; sample of 
hair of deceased; clothing of de­
ceased. 

Examination of evidence to deter­
mine whether car came into eon-
tact with deceased. 
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C H A R T 2 — (Continued) 

LABORATORY 
CASE 

NUMBER 

Num­
ber of 
items 
of evi­
dence 

Itemized evidence Nature of tests performed 

4-F-l 8 3 Hair and blood removed from up­
holstery directly over driver's seal 
of sedan; hair taken from head ol 
victim. 

Examination of evidence to deter­
mine whether evidence hair did 
belong to the accused. 

4-F-19, 3 Two door handles and other parts 
from car; clothing of deceased. 

Examination of evidence to ascer­
tain its connection with fatal 
automobile accident. 

4-F-20 Envelope containing sample of earth 
from ditch at scene of accident; 
envelope containing dirt and vege­
table matter taken from left front 
wheel of car. 

Sepetrographic examination of evi­
dence to determine composition. 

4-F-21 Clothing of deceased; double-bit axe; 
a vial containing hair found on axe; 
a vial containing hair of deceased; 
a vial containing hair from bull; two 
fiat files. 

Examination of evidence to ascer­
tain nature of injuries inflicted 
on deceased. 

4-F-22 3 One bicycle, painted red; fragments 
of a head-lens; one bumper from 
1929 coach. 

Examination of evidence to ascer­
tain method of contact and to 
identify head-lens. 

4-F-23 2 Bt»ttle containing sample of blood 
(man); bottle containing sanaple of 
blood (lady). 

Chemical and spectrographic exami­
nation to determine presence of 
carbon-monoxide in blood. 

4-F-24 2 Bottle containing blood; bottle con­
taining stomach contents. 

Cliemical examination to determine 
presence of alcohol (Iodoform 
test). 

7 .38 cal. revolver; bullet from body; 
paraffin cast of hand; tube of blood 
from body; bottle and tube of stom­
ach contents; piece of tissue of scalp 
taken from bullet entrance; clothing. 

Ballistic, chemical and microscopic 
examination of evidence to deter­
mine whether deceased comnutted 
suicide. 

.38 cal. revolver; bullet from body; 
paraffin cast of hand; tube of blood 
from body; bottle and tube of stom­
ach contents; piece of tissue of scalp 
taken from bullet entrance; clothing. 

Ballistic, chemical and microscopic 
examination of evidence to deter­
mine whether deceased comnutted 
suicide. 

4 -F-2G 1 Small jar containing brain tissue of 
deceased. 

Chemical analysis of evidence to 
ascertain presence of alcohol. 

8 Piece of metal; collection of debris 
from scene; four sticks — 40*:̂  
dynamite; two blasting caps No. 6. 

Examination of evidence and tests 
to determine whether explosion 
was caused by firing at dynamite 
through walls of the magazine, 

8 Piece of metal; collection of debris 
from scene; four sticks — 40*:̂  
dynamite; two blasting caps No. 6. 

Examination of evidence and tests 
to determine whether explosion 
was caused by firing at dynamite 
through walls of the magazine, 

4-H-l 8 Envelope with writing on back; two 
letters from District Attorney; sam­
ples of handwriting (4); brown lead 
pencil. 

Documentary examination to com-
l)are handwriting on evidence 
with that of suspect. 

Envelope with writing on back; two 
letters from District Attorney; sam­
ples of handwriting (4); brown lead 
pencil. 

Documentary examination to com-
l)are handwriting on evidence 
with that of suspect. 

47 Basket of wood; bushel basket of 
wood; letters; sample of plaster or 
cement; pieces of stove; pieces of 
wood; sample of plaster; wooden 
phig; pieces of splintered wood; 
ashes from stove; two stove lifts; 
pieces of stove grayish substance: 
miscellaneous pieces of stove; two 
" bits"; several pieces of wood; two 
partially roundea pieces of wood; 
package of oakum; additional pieces 
of wood; pipe vise; piece of wood 
painted white on one side with pen­
cil numbers; package containing 
pieces of burnt wood and partially 
burnt fuse; package of letters; piece 
of fuse; list of songs; sample of wood: 
four memo books; one blasting cap; 
sample of dust; sample of white 
powder; powder from burlap bag; 
four pairs of pliers; one brace; let­
ters; three slips of questions and 
two receipts. 

Comparison test of wood, cement, 
dynamite, fuse, vise, wrench 
marks, handwriting, plaster and 
ashes. Spectrographic and mi­
croscopic tests. 

47 Basket of wood; bushel basket of 
wood; letters; sample of plaster or 
cement; pieces of stove; pieces of 
wood; sample of plaster; wooden 
phig; pieces of splintered wood; 
ashes from stove; two stove lifts; 
pieces of stove grayish substance: 
miscellaneous pieces of stove; two 
" bits"; several pieces of wood; two 
partially roundea pieces of wood; 
package of oakum; additional pieces 
of wood; pipe vise; piece of wood 
painted white on one side with pen­
cil numbers; package containing 
pieces of burnt wood and partially 
burnt fuse; package of letters; piece 
of fuse; list of songs; sample of wood: 
four memo books; one blasting cap; 
sample of dust; sample of white 
powder; powder from burlap bag; 
four pairs of pliers; one brace; let­
ters; three slips of questions and 
two receipts. 

Comparison test of wood, cement, 
dynamite, fuse, vise, wrench 
marks, handwriting, plaster and 
ashes. Spectrographic and mi­
croscopic tests. 
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C H A R T 2 — (Continued) 

LABOHATOHY 
CASE 

NUMBER 

Num­
ber of 
items 
of evi­
dence 

Itemized evidence Nature of tests performed 

4-1-2 2 Evidence bullet; test bullet Ballistic examination for compari­
son purposes. 

2 Ballistic examination for compari­
son purposes. 

4-J-l Assisted District Attorney and 
interviewed defendant. 

4-J-l Assisted District Attorney and 
interviewed defendant. 

4 - L - l 2 Box of chocolate fudge candy; brown 
paper wrapping. 

Chemical test for phosphorus. 

4-M-l . . . 1 Two tubes of blood Test with apparatus for determi­
nation of alcohol. 

1 Test with apparatus for determi­
nation of alcohol. 

4-M-2 Handwriting comparisons. 4-M-2 Handwriting comparisons. 

4-M-3 21 Twenty stamps (tax stamps) nienu>-
randum. 

.Spectrographic, microscopic, chem­
ical and photographic examina­
tion to compare tax stamixs and 
analysis of material. 

4-M-4 3 Projectile removed from carcass of 
deer; one unfired cartridge; one 
.30-.40 rifle. 

BaUistic examination to determine 
whether evidence bullet was fired 
from rifle. 

4-M-5 1 Rifle Ballistic exanunation for compari­
son purposes. 1 Ballistic exanunation for compari­
son purposes. 

4-N-l 1 Chemical examination to determine 
presence of alcohol. 

4-N-2 1 Ballistic examination for restora­
tion of serial number. 1 Ballistic examination for restora­
tion of serial number. 

4-N-3 3 .38 revolver; sjient bullet; report of 
trooper. 

Ballistic examination to determine 
whether spent bullet was fired 
from evidence revolver. 

4-N-4 1 Chemical examination to determine 
presence of alcohol, and quantity 
of contents. 

4-N-5 1 Chemical test for blood. 

4-N-6 I Test to renew serial number and 
tracing gun from manufacturer. 

4-N-7 7 Handwriting comparisons. 

4-N-8 Development of latent writing. 

4-N-9 Documentary examination. 4-N-9 Documentary examination. 

4-N-lO 4 Three blank sheets of paper; one 
envelope. 

Test to bring out handwriting and 
tracing sender and his motive. 

4-N-l 1 2 Bottle containing cocoa; can of cocoa. Aakaloidal determination. 

4-N-12 4 Four white egg-shaped, compressed 
powderballs — weight, 107.5 grams. 

Chemical examination of white 
substance. 

4-N-l 3 2 One eight-ounce glass; small vial con-
tainmg vomit. 

Chemical and spectrographic exami­
nation to determine presence of 
poison in vomit. 

4-N-14 1 Micro-chemical, photographic and 
spectrographic examination to 
identify grenade. 

4-N-15 30 Twenty-seven 8x10 photographs of 
various exhibits; several 8x10 pho­
tographs; copy of report; copy of 
photographic album. 

Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 
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C H A R T 2 — (Concluded) 

LABORATORY 
CASE 

NtTMBER 

Num­
ber of 
items 
of evi­
dence 

Itemized evidence Nature of tests performed 

4-N-l G 8 Pad; scratch pad; blank check book; 
receipt book starting with No. 251 
to 300; one blotter, unmarked; two 
memorandums dated Aug. 12, 1939; 
several pieces of carbon paper. 

Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes and photo­
graphic comparison also made. 

4-N- l 7 Examination of roulette wheels seized 
by District Attorney's office to 
determine whether machines were 
fraudulent. 

4-N-18 3 Anonymous letter; known specimen; 
known specimen. 

Documentary examination of evi­
dence for comparison purposes. 

4-N-19 Evidence examined November 27, 
1939, in New York City. 

4-N-20 2 Anonymous letter — Groton, N. Y.; 
small slip of paper containing few 
lines of pen and ink script of sus-
pent. 

Documentary examination for com­
parison purposes. 

3-P~l Fathometer test. 3-P~l Fathometer test. 

4-P-l Pathometer test. 4-P-l Pathometer test. 

4-P-2 Pathometer test. 4-P-2 Pathometer test. 

4-P-3 
----

Pathometer test. 4-P-3 
----

Pathometer test. 

4-P-4 
----

Pathometer test. 4-P-4 
----

Pathometer test. 

4-P-5 Pathometer test. 4-P-5 Pathometer test. 

4-P-6 Pathometer test. 4-P-6 Pathometer test. 

4-P~7 Pathometer test. 4-P~7 Pathometer test. 

4-P-8 Pathometer test. 4-P-8 Pathometer test. 

4 -P-9 Pathometer test. 4 -P-9 Pathometer test. 

4-P-lO Pathometer test. 4-P-lO Pathometer test. 

4~P-11 Pathometer test. 4~P-11 Pathometer test. 

4-F-12 Pathometer test. 4-F-12 Pathometer test. 

4 -R- l 10 Double edge axe, letter " DE;" 
clothing of deceased (8 pieces); one 
blanket. 

Examination of evidence to deter­
mine whether axe was used in 
commission of crime. 
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K E S U M K OP E V I D E N C E EXAMINATIONS, S C I E N T I F I C LABORATORY, 
B U R E A U OF ORIMINAI, INVKSTIGATION 

Cases 
Kxaini nil tions pertaining to: referred 

Animal law 2 
Arson 1 
Assault 3 
Burglary 4 
Carrying liiaded revolver 1 
Determination of a lcohol . . . 2 
Federal L a w 1 
Forgery 11 
Homicide 2() 
Investigation of death 1 
Lareeny 1 
Malicious mischief 2 
Miscellaneous Ki 
Fathometer (detection of deccjition) 13 
Restoration of revolver serial numbers 1 
Robbery 1 
.Sex crime 1 
State Law ^ 

lOfl 

COUNTIES SUBMITTING E V I D E N C E FOR EXAMINATION 

Number of 
cases 

County submitted 
Albany ^ 
Broome 
Cattaraugus 1 
Chenango -
Clinton 
Columbia 
Dutchess I 
Er ie 2 
Frankl in 1 
Herkimer •"> 
•Tefferson 1 
Livingston 1 
Madison 1 
Monroe 1 
Montgomery 2 
Oneida ' 
Onondaga 1 
Ontario 1 
Oswego 3 
Otsego 1 
Rensselaer 4 
Rockland 3 
Saratoga IS 
Schenectady I " 
Scolmrie 1 
Steuben 1 
St. Lawrence 1 
Suffolk 2 
Sullivan 8 
Tioga 2 
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Tompkins 2 
, Ulster 1 

Warren 1 
Washington 4 
Vates 7 

105 
State of West \'irginia 1 

Total IOC 

AGENCIES SUBMITTING E V I D E N C E FOB EXAMINATION 

Number of 
cases 

Agency suljiTiittcd 
State Police: 

Headquarters 2 
Chief Inspector 1 
Troop G , Troy 2 
Troop L . Babylon 1 

B. C. I . Districts: 
A—Batavia 1 
B—Malone I 
C—Sidney li 
D—Oneida 4 
G — T r o y 17 

County coroners 4 
County hospital 1 
County sheriff 1 
District attorneys 47 
Federal departments 2 
Fire underwriters 2 
Foreign state 1 
iliscellaneous 1 
Municipal police de|)artmeMts 7 
State dejiartmeiits 5 

Total ,. urn 

COMMUNICATION 

Coimuunicatioa activities and accoiiiiilisliiiieiits for 1939 were 
numerous. Several iiiiportfiut system cluuiges were made to 
improve operating' efficiency. A downward revision of rates for 
teletypewriter service jirovided necessary funds for added stations, 
circuit rearranirements, and other needed extensions or modifica­
tions. The former siiioie cii'cuits (one way at a time) between 
Hawthorne and Albany and between xVlbany and Oneida were 
replaced by duplex circuits, permittinij; continuous two-way opera­
tion at all times between those points. By reason of this, message 
traffic tieups and dela.ys are now reduced to a minimum. 

Prior to 1939, all teletype message traffic on Long Island was 
bandied through the Hawthorne switchboard. Increased police 
activity in that ai'ea with the accompanying need for faster police 
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communication made i t apparent that this method was no longer 
satisfactory. I n A p r i l , 1939, a new control point was established at 
Bayshore, Long Island. This point is connected directly with the 
Hawthorne Barracks switchboard. The Nassau County Police 
Department was placed on a separate circuit from the Bayshore 
board. As that department furnishes radio signals for State Police 
cars on the Long Island State Parkways, the new arrangement was 
highly desirable to increase radio service efficiency. 

New teletype stations were established at (lommack, Riverhead 
and Valley Stream, al l of which were connected to the Bayshore 
board. A l l other existing teletype machines on Long Island were 
similarly connected. 

A new teletype instrument was installed in the State Police 
substation at Saratoga Springs. For some time, the police depart­
ment at Jamestown, N. Y., has been anxious to become a part of 
the system, and in May their connection was established. The 
Dutchess county sheriff also installed a niacliine, which is asso­
ciated with the Poughkeepsie-Newburg circuit. 

Dur ing the mil i tary maneuvers at Plattsburgh, the teletype 
machine at the police headquarters there was moved to the State 
Police office on the United States Mil i ta ry Reservation. Upon 
conclusion of the maneuvers, this machine was discontinued and 
reinstalled in the new State Police substation at Keeseville. 

For the duration of the World's Fair, a teletype machine was 
in operation at the State Police exhibit. This instrument was con­
nected to the control board at Hawthorne and its operation proved 
highly interesting to our visitore. 

Because no funds for installation were available, the Rockland 
County Police Department were required, at the time of installa­
tion, to pay their own wire charges for the machine installed at 
their headquartiers in Spring Valley. I n March, the State was able 
to assume these charges, thus placing the Rockland county instru­
ment on the same basis as al l other nuinicipal coniux'tions through­
out the system. 

As a result of these new connections certain changes were neces­
sary at the Telegraph Bureau in the Capitol at Albany. During 
the months of March and A p r i l the bureau was (^ompetely 
j'earranged and modernized to include improvement of the opera­
tion of the equipment in the teletype cabinets, tlie telephones and 
the WPGC radio booth. A new radio panel and amplifier were 
installed. The teletype cabinets were soundproofed and provided 
with better heat-reducing process. The telephone ecjuipment was 
moved to a more convenient location. 

Requests have been received from the city of Hornell, the town 
of Brookhaven, the sheriff's office of Onondaga county and the 
Police Department of Niagara Falls for the installation of tele­
type machines. Insufficient funds prevent these important addi­
tions to the system. I t is recommended that appropriation of the 
neces.sary funds for these additions be provided in 1940. 
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For some time, a direct connection between the Connectiinit 
system and ours via Hawthorne, has been discussed. This has 
not been possible because of certain system arrangcniciits in Con­
necticut. During 1939, however, the Connecticut system was 
changed, and this direct connection w i l l without doubt be pi'o-
vided in the near future. 

Inquiry has also been made concerning the possibility of a direct 
connection between the Hawthorne control point and the New 
Jersey State Police at Newark, N . J., A t the present time, mes­
sage traffic going to and coming from southern points must go via 
the Telegraph Bureau of the New York City Police Department. 
Superintendent Morris of that bureau and his staff have been 
most co-operative in handling the traffic. Recent developments 
indicate that the states of Maryland and Virginia wi l l shortly place 
teletype systems in operation, and, with the increased traffic, a 
direct New Jersey connection would greatly increase efficiency 
and relieve the New York City Police Department of considerable 
relay work. 

There are now fifty-six State Police sending and receiving points, 
twenty-four municipal points, one machine in the Motor Vehicle 
Bureau, New York City, one in the Motor Vehicle Bureau at 
Albany, and one in the Department of Correction at Albany. 
There are also connections with the Penn.sylvania State Police 
at Wyoming Pa., and the Massachusetts State Police at Northamp­
ton, Mass. 

^ During the year, 267,308 messages were originated on the New 
York State system. Besides these original messages there were 
many "Added Informations." Much special information was 
furnished to police departments. Two hundred and forty-eight 
requests for information concerning dog licenses were received 
at the Albany Telegraph Bureau. This information was obtained 
from the Department of Agriculture and Markets by telephone 
and returned to the department making the request.' One hun­
dred and thirty-five reports of hunting accidents were forwarded 
to the Conservation Department. F i f t y requests for vital sta­
tistics were made, which were telephoned to the Health Depart­
ment and returned to the requesting department when the informa­
tion was received. Numerous requests for parole information 
were received and sent via messenger to the Division of Parole. 
On receipt of this information, i t was returned via teletype to 
the requesting agency. Your Excellency's office was constantly 
informed of important happenings throughout the State by means 
of teletype messages sent to the Telegraph Bureau and delivered 
to the p]xecutive Chamber by a member of the Telegraph Bureau. 
Practically every State department was contacted many times for 
the purpose of obtaining information which was requested by 
police agencies over the teletype system. This information was 
promptly obtained and returned to the requesting department. 
The Telegraph Bureau at Albany continued to supply informa­
tion (gathered by the New York State system and associated 
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systems in the neighboring eight states) to auto clubs, commer­
cial broadcasting stations and news agencies concerning unusual 
weather and road conditions. This information is of great value 
to the traveling public. As an example of the efficiency of the 
system: On May 15, 1939, the Beacon Police Department reported 
file theft of a Chevrolet coach from Beacon, N. Y., at about 12:20 
I'.M. This information was immediately sent over the system and 
on its arrival at Albany was sent out ovei- the air on the State 
Police Radio Station W'PGC. A t 2:00 P.M . (less than two hours 
after the original alarm), the State Police at Fishkill cancelled 
this alarm and announced that the car had been recovered and 
two prisoners had been apprehended by the State Police at Stott-
ville as a result of the combined alarms sent over the teletype 
and radio systems. 

Activi ty in the field of radio has continued. State Police 
(lii-oughout the State now operate 131 receiving sets in ]iatrol 
cars, 54 receiving sets on motorcycles and 4G fixed stations in 
various State Police substations and outposts. During the army 
maneuvers at Plattsl)urgh, a 250-watt transmitter was installed 
at the United States Mil i ta ry Reservation and a 15-watt port­
able mobile transmitter was installed in one of our cars. These 
transmitters were furnished through the courtesy of the General 
Ulcctric Company and contributed very largely to the effective 
handling of police work and traffic in the area of the maneuvers. 
The installation of the 250-watt portable proved the possibility 
of radio communication in Troop B's territory, and it is recom­
mended that a ti'ansmittei- be installed to cover this area. Many 
parts of Troop B are now without this important service. The 
15-watt portable mobile automobile installation again demon­
strated the desirability of two-way service during the movement 
of the Byrd Anarctic Snow Cruiser through New York State. 
The enormous amount of traffic pi-esented a grave problem but 
two-way radio communication contributed in no small way to 
the absence of accidents throughout its tri j) . 

During the pei-iod of the experimental license under which 
the portable mobile unit operated, a complete survey was made 
of the possibility of two-way communication in the Capitol Dis­
trict, and, as a result, i t is recommeiuled that more transmitters 
of this kind be provided for our use. As stated in the report 
for 1938, we believe it is most important that a ]')ortable trans­
mitter with a power of 250 watts be purchased for emergency 
use during serious crimes and unusual hai)penings. Many parts 
of our State cannot be reached thi-ough existing facilities. A 
portable transmitter would complete our chain of communica­
tion. Troop K at Hawthorne is practically without any radio 
service, and it is recommended that a transmitter similar to the 
one recommended for Troop B be installed in the vicinity of that 
barracks. 

Through the co-oiieration of the telephone company, an emer­
gency telephone calling system has been developed. When a per-
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son is in need of the services of State Police, he may call from 
any telephone and be immediately connected with the nearest 
State Police station which maintains twenty-fonr hour service. 
This system greatly aids the division in furnishing prompt police 
service where and when needed. I t recently has been extended 
to include the reporting of forest and brush fires. Arrangements 
have been made through the State Conservation Department and 
the telephone company to route calls concerning forest fires, and 
not particularly directed to a forest ranger or fire warden, to 
the nearest emergency telephone of the State Police wi thin the 
district concerned. The State Police then relay such information 
to the nearest forest ranger or fire warden. 

STATE POLICE SCHOOL 
By reason of insufficient appointees re(|uiring training during 

1939 no session of the school was conducted. Its instructional 
staff did, however, assist in some municipal training programs, 
and Deputy Chief Inspector Searle, upon request of the officials 
of the state of Georgia, gave an intensive lecture course in police 
practice and procedure to the members of the Georgia Highway 
Patrol at Atlanta. The time so utilized by him covered the period 
allotted for his annual vacation, so that the project was carried 
on without expense to this division. 

Chief Inspector Moore prepared written examination questions, 
rated answer papers and was a member of the oral board appointed 
to establish a list of eligibles for promotion to the grade of ser­
geant for the Connecticut State Police. He likewise performed 
such duties entirely on his own time. 

Several other requests for the services of onr instructors were 
received during the year, but had to be declined since the demands 
of our own operations precluded our granting them. I t was. 
however, gratifying to receive these recjuests, for they are indi­
cations of the confidence reposed in the staff of the school and 
the ability of its members to conduct police training programs. 

I n the preparation of recruit examinations, the rating of papers 
and the oral examinations of applicants for this division, much 
time of the school staff was consumed during the early part of 
the year. I n addition legislation was scrutinized, information 
concerning new statutes affecting police practice and procedure 
was disseminated not only to our own force but also to local depart­
ments, and digests of court decisions pertaining to law enforce­
ment were distributed. 

The school maintains an excellent up-to-date law library as 
well as current files of court decisions and opinions relating to 
criminal procedure. As soon as new information is available, i t 
is dispatched by teletype to the various police agencies and also 
published in oii'r B. C. I . Bulletin. These media provide modern 
channels for the prompt placing of such intelligence in the hands 
of all law-enforcing units, thus rendering a service of the utmost 
value toward more efficient and comprehensive enforcement of law. 
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During 1!)40 it is ('ontcnijjjatcd that i'onr sessions ol" the scliooj 
w i l l be conducted as follows: 

January—Basic Recruit Course 
March—Criminal Investigation Course (2 courses each of 2 

weeks duration) 
April—Traffic Officers Course 

The need for intensive training of police both in basic courses 
and specialized branches is apt)arent when the many and varied 
duties of complex characters carried on by them are considered. 
I n our training curricula due regard is given t o the fact that 
duty brings the trooper o r policeman i n t o many phases of i i u l i -
vidual and civic life. Training must include tact and civil i ty, 
together wi th information not only of law and procedure but 
of a Avide and varied scope of general subjects as well. State 
police instruction schedules are compiled on that basis. 

On September 18, 1939, Sergeant Robert V. Annett of Troop 
K entered Northwestern University, Evanston, 111., after having 
successfully competed for an Alfred P. Sloane, Jr., Fellowship. 
I t thus became possible for him to pursue a one-year's course in 
Traffic. Sergeant Annett previously completed the Traffic courses 
at Harvard University and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, and 
he is now well on his way toward attaining the utmost informa­
tion in traffic educational endeavors. These fellowships are highly 
prized and this year ninetj^-six candidates competed for twelve 
of them. 

Sergeant Annett is to be congratulated upon his attainment. 
Upon conclusion of his stu<lies he wi l l be utilized as an instructor 
in our traffic school and wil l then go to the various troops, dis­
pensing his knowledge and instituting practical programs for the 
])romotion of efficiency in accident prevention, accident investi­
gation and traffic; law enforcement. Under such a program ou?' 
force cannot help but improve in its efforts to reduce the toll 
of life, limb and property, annually taken in highway accidents. 

Sergeant Charles P. Curtin, Troop D, who is also Executive 
Officer of the school, has been on leave of absence throughout the 
year. Dur ing that time, upon request of the city officials, he has 
been acting as commanding officer of the Utiea Police Department. 
His work in connection wi th the administration of that unit and 
its training school has been the subject of many praiseworthy 
comments. 

FIRST A R M Y MANEUVERS—PLATTSBURG 

August 13-27, 1939 

The State Police played a very prominent part in contributing 
to the success of these maneuvers which, by coTicentration of 
approximately 57,000 troops, represented the largest peace time 
mobilization in t h e history of the United States. Months before 
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the official opening date i t was necessary to plan the routing of 
convoys into the mil i tary area. This highway movement of trucks, 
tanks, and artil lery units was doubly difficult; first, because they 
were travelling to the training scene from all points of the com­
pass, and secondly, because both the in and out movements of 
the convoys for the most part was on Saturdays and Sundays, 
days on which regular traffic was at its peak. 

Headquarters of our detachment was situated in a building 
on the Plattsburg Mi l i t a ry Reser'vation, and appropriate patrol 
posts were established at suitable locations on the boundaries of 
the twenty-mile maneuver perimeter ami inside of the area as 
well. 

Through the courtesy and generosity of the General Electric 
Company we were loaned a 250-watt radio transmitter, which, 
when installed in our temporary conunand post, provided radio 
communication to our motorcycles and automobiles. I n addition, 
that concern provided a fifteen-watt ])ortable mobile transmitter, 
which was placed in one of our cars, thus ermbling two-way radio 
communication between that car and our headquarters and mak­
ing i t possible for the transmitter car to direct activities of our 
other vehicles from actual field locations. 

The ])ortab]e and portable-mobile transmitters thus used per­
mitted the operation of this detail wi th far less men than would 
have been necessary without such a modern communication sys­
tem. I t was really in the nature of an experiment wi thin this 
division, but i t proved to be so successful, pr imari ly by provid­
ing greater efficiency of patrol coverage and contact as well as 
protection of greater areas by fewer men, that elsewhere in this 
report I have urgently recommended that fuiuls be x^rovided to 
obtain similar permanent equipment. 

The installation of a teletype in our Plattsburg office connected 
with the eight-state police system provided another important 
l ink i n the chain of conmuuiication. As each of the convoys left 
their home stations and later passed a police teletype point, notice 
of their movement was sent over the wires and later dispatched 
on our radio .system. I t thus was possible for all police agencies 
along the various routes to arrange for rapid pa.ssage of the 
vehicles tluvmgli their municipalities or sections and to expedite 
their movement with the greatest speed consistent with safety. 
The railroad-like control of this troop travel was highly com­
mended by army officials, particularly when practically all move­
ments were completed on schedule and without any serious highway 
accidents. 

Liaison between the Army and this division was maintained 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Frank C. Seofield, Coast Ar t i l l e ry Corps 
and Provost Marshal of the Firs t Army Tactical, representing 
the Army and the Chief Inspector of our Headquarters Staff rep­
resenting the State Police. A most cordial feeling and a fine 
spirit of co-operation between the Mil i ta ry Police and the State 
Tropers was in evidence at all times, and I wi,sh to commend both 
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officers ancl their respective temporary organizations for handling 
a gigantic task in such a splendid and satisfactory manner. 

Existing conditions in the area were indeed difficult, for al l 
of the highways were of the two-lane design and the traffic satura­
tion point by reason of both army and civilian vehicular move­
ment was far exceeded. I t is a pleasure to note that the acci­
dent percentage during the maneuvers period was below that of 
normal tourist and local travel days, notwithstanding the fact 
that our detachment comprised only fifty troopers, that number 
being neces.sarilj^ reduced to twenty^ for a few clays in order to 
meet the exigencies of the milk strike. 

I n addition to the work of this detail in connection with the 
maneuvers, they handled all attendant police work, guarded huge 
sums of money sent into the area for army payrolls and assisted 
at the scenes of some emergencies occurring within that locality. 
1 am ((uotiug two communications received in this connection. 

B O S T O N C O T T A G E 

C L I F I ! ' H A V E N , N . Y . , August 19, 1 9 3 9 

C H I E F I N S P E C T O R A. B. M O O R E , Hliite Police, Plattsburg Barracks, Platts­
burg, N. Y.: 

D E A R S I B . — I n my own name and in the name of the Trustees of the Catholic 
Summer Scho(d of America, I desire to tliank you and the officers under your 
command for the most effective service you rendered ou the iiiglit of the lire 
at Cliff Haven. Your promi)t and cheerful response to our call, and your 
careful and intelligent sujiervisiou of all details saved us from much greater 
loss, but wluit is mole important gave us all a sense of security in our trouble. 

May God bless and reward you all . 

Very sincerely j'uurs, 

M O N S I G N O R M . .1. S P L A I N E 

No. 578.") 

P L A T T S B l ^ l t G N A T I O N A L B A N K AND T R U S T C O M P A N Y 

.li)u.\. M Y E R S 
President 

P L A T T S B U R G , N . Y . , August 29 , 1939 

M A J O I ! .loiiN A. W A H N E R , Superintendent of State Police, Alban//, N. V: 
Mv D E A R MA.TOU W A R . N ' E R . — D u r i n g the l""irst Army .Maneuvers which have 

just closed in this area, this bank as depositary of the Federal government 
liad very large and unusmil sums of cas i to handle in connection with the 
payrolls of botli the Regular Army and various National (iuard units. During 
this jieiiod of tlie shi])ping and handling of these funds your force in con­
nection with the city jiolice force rendered especial protection whenever 
requested. This added responsibility to their already onerous duties through 
this peiioil was accepted on their ])art with willingness and courtesy and is 
greatly appreciated on the part of the officers of this bank. 

We feel that our thanks and ap])reciation is particularly due to Inspector 
A. B. iloore of Troy, Captain F . S. McGarvey and Lieutenant H . C. Her-
rick of Malone Barracks with whom our junior officers were constantly in 
contact. We feel that you are to be congratulated on the very efficient 
service which these three men and all of their subordinates rendered dur­
ing this ])eriod and for which service you have our appreciation and thanks. 

Yours very truly, 

J O H N P. M Y E R S , 
President 
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I n concluding; this part of my report I wish to record my thanl<s 
to the Federal Communications (commission for their efficient and 
prompt licensing of the two temporary radio transmitters; to the 
General Electric Company for their kind loan of the two trans­
mitters; to Lieutenant Frank C. Seofield, C . A . d Provost Mar­
shal, and his corps of Mi l i t a ry Police, who exemplified siich a 
fine spirit of helpfulness and understanding of the civilian, as 
well as the mili tary, problems that we encountered; to the officers 
and enlisted men of our State Police Detachment, who rendered 
arduous services throughout long hours of duty; and, last but 
not least, to the citizens of Clinton, Essex and Franklin counties 
and vicinities, whose kindly co-operation made possible the highly 
successful termination of a most difficult traffic situation. 

PISTOL PERMIT BUREAU 
A total of 8,916 pistol permit applications were received for 

filing and attendant cro.ss-indexing of weapon numbers during 
1939 from the counties of the State as below indicated: 

.\lhaiiy 441 
Allegany 40 
Broome 294 
Cattaraugu.s 77 
Cayuga 224 
Chautauqua 205 
Chemung 73 
Chenango 29 
Clinton 75 
Columbia 93 
Cortland 68 
Delaware 75 
Dutchess 217 
Erie 37(i 
Essex 68 
Frankl in 51 
Fulton 128 
Genessee 58 
Greene 7;i 
Hamilton 
Herkimer 156 
.Jefferson 129 
Lewis 17 
Livingston 79 
Madison 74 
Monroe 307 
Montgomery 9fi 
Nassau 2,295 

Niagara 125 
Oneida 291 
Onondaga 394 
Ontario 32 
Orange 86 
Orleans 47 
Oswego 51 
Otsego 60 
Putnam 49 
Rensselaer 102 
Rockland 100 
Saratoga 77 
Schenectady 180 
Schoharie ' 22 
Schuyler .30 
Suffolk 279 
Seneca 25 
St. Lawrence 151 
Steuben 
Sullivan 117 
Tioga 45 
Tompkins 07 
Ulster 81 
Warren 72 
Washington ;5fi 
Wayne 55 
Westchester 422 
Wyoming ,34 
Yates 2.3 

Issuing authorities of the county of Steuben have failed to file 
copies of applications with this division since 1936. Either no 
pistol licenses have been issued within such county for the past 
three years or else magistrates empowered to issiie them are fai l­
ing to comply wi th the ten-day limitation for such filing as 
required by section 1897, paragraph 10, of the Penal Law. While 
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this division is responsible for these files, i t has no authority 
to inquire concerning the issuance of permits or to recpiire that 
authorities shall comply wi th the statute by filing copies of appli­
cations within the prescribed time l imit . The importance of 
weapon identification is readily recognized, but with indexes of 
gun numbers lacking from even a single county, our files cannot 
be considered complete. 

"We now have records of 77,594 ])ersons, outside of Greater New 
York, to whom pistol licenses have been issued. This represents 
an increase of 4,117 licenses over 1938. The numerical weapon 
index lists 82,278 pistols or revolvers as possessed by these per­
sons, an increase of 4,062 weapons since December 31, 1938. 

One thousand six hundred and thirty-seven firearms were listed 
as lost or stolen during 1939, bringing that total classification to 
its new high figure of 6,437. This year through this file we were 
able to return twenty-three weapons to their r ightful owners. I n 
this connection i t seems practical to reconunend legislation that 
would require owners of weapons to report immediately losses or 
thefts to the nearest police agency which should in turn transmit 
their descriptions, serial numbers and other identification promptly 
to our headquarters. This procedure would greatly increase the 
value of our stolen weapon file as i t relates to return of these 
firearms to their r ightful owners, and would be even more valu­
able as an aid in the solution of crimes related to thefts of 
weapons. Many instances of illegallj^ possessed revolvers or 
attempts to license stolen ones have furnished the leads to solu­
tions of burglaries and larcenies. Our bureau carefully checks 
serial numbers of weapons appearing on license applications 
against the numbers recorded in the lost and stolen files. Hence 
a more complete and accurate record, which undoubtedly would 
result from such legislation, is highly desirable. 

Section 1899 of the Penal Law provides for the destru(;tion of 
dangerous weapons which are unlawfully carried. Outside of 
first-class cities the sheriffs of our several counties are required 
to destroy them at least once each year. I t is apparent that this 
section should be amended to provide for the destruction of 
weapons that have been used as a means of furthering the com­
mission of a crime. Lists of al l destroyed weapons should also 
be filed with our pistol bureau, so that ad.iustment of our numeri­
cal indexes could be made to conform therewith. We have noted 
one or two instances wherein seized weapons that should, uiuler 
the law, have been destroyed, have r-cappeared for licensing. 

Two hundred and twelve teletype messages were dispatched 
from this bni-eau i lur ing 1939, supplying inquiring agencies with 
revolver identification data. 

The maintenance of this Pistol F i l ing Bureau within our divi ­
sion is mandatory by law, but since its inception we have eon-
ducted i t without extra appropriations either for personnel, equip­
ment or supplies. 
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LOADOMETER TRUCK 
As has been done for the past several years, one truck equipped 

with loadometer scales, brake testing deceleronieters and other 
associated equipment continues to operate at intermittent periods 
throughout the various troop territories. This unit not only 
engages in the detection of overloaded vehicles, but exhaustively 
examines trucks to determine whether each is safe from an operat­
ing standpoint and equipped so as to conform wi th the laws 
relating to lights, directional signals, emergency flares, etc. 

Among its other specially delegated duties are the enforcement 
of section 167 of the Labor Law. This statute relates to the 
hours of service of truck and bus drivers and the possession of 
proper time records of such service, as well as the inspection of 
trucks conveying coal into or through this State, to ascertain i f 
they carry proper weighmaster credentials as required by the 
Agriculture and Markets Law. 

Public omnibuses are also the subject of frequent scrutiny 
as to their safety equipment, indemnity bonds, driver's hours of 
operation and other matters pertaining to safety. 

Dur ing 1939 the personnel of this unit inspected 25,862 trucks 
and buses and made 1,372 arrests in connection with faulty equip­
ment or improper dr iving thereof. I n 635 instances warnings 
were given and the sum of $18,890 was assessed in fines for vio­
lations of various laws regulating these classes of vehicles. 

On September 27, 1939, at the request of the United States 
Bureau of Public Roads and the State Department of Public 
Works, a detail of twenty-one of our men was assigned, wi th 
I'epresentatives of those agencies, to conduct a State-wide survey 
to determine truck loads and route locations over which these 
cargoes were being hauled. There were ten of these survey par­
ties operating from September 27 un t i l the conclusion of the 
project on November 8. While this assignment depleted our regu­
lar patrol force to a great extent, i t was apparent that the data 
sought were of inestimable value. Accordingly, we accepted 
the additional duty as an evidence of our desire to co-operate with 
these governmental agencies, despite the fact that we really were 
not i n a position to spare the men for such services. 

I t now appears that the value of this special vehicle inspection 
unit has been ful ly established and that i t has no equal as a 
factor in the promotion of safety on our highways as far as trucks 
and buses are concerned. I , therefore, reconunend that sufficient 
funds be provided to procure another truck similarly equipped 
for that phase of our activities. The State is too extensive to 
cover i t properly with the one vehicle, and the results to be 
attained from a second one w i l l more than just ify its purchase. 
Truck and bus transportation is constantly on the increase, and 
with added highway mileage one unit cannot properly inspect a l l 
of the vehicles engaged in those industries. 
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NECROLOGY 
TROOI' B — M A L O N E 

Captain C. J. Broadfield—Appointed July 12, 1917—Died June 
28, 1939, at Malone, N. Y.—acute hepatitis and ulcerative colitis. 

TROOP C — S I D N E Y 

Corporal H . W. Bentley—Appointed July 16, 1924—Died March 
17, 1939, at Liberty, N. Y.—heart ailment. 

Trooper J. P. Morton—Appointed May 16, 1921—Died March 
28, 1939, at Albany, N. Y.—diabetes. 

TROOP K — H A W T H O R N E 

Trooper W. F. Dobbs, Jr.—Appointed August 16, 1936—Died 
September 24, 1939. While responding to an accident call on his 
motorcycle, he collided with an aiitomobile on the Eastern State 
Parkway in the town of La Orange, Dutchess county, on August 
27, 1939, and was hospitalized unti l his death. 

RECORD OF ARRESTS 
Crime Arrests 

Abandunmeiit S3 
Abduction 7 
Abortion I 
Adultery 33 
Agricultural Law, violations of 78 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law% violations of 49 
Animals, cruelty to H o 
Arson 40 
Assault 1,174 
Bai l jumping 1 
Bastardy L) 
Bigamy 8 
Bil l iard Room l.,jiw, violations of 4 
Blackmail 1 
Bribery 5 
Burglary "8(1 
Burglars' tools, possession of '1 
Business and trade 75 
Checks, [jassing worthless 358 
Children, abaiulonment of 8 
Children, carnal abuse of 23 
Children, endangering life and healtli o f . . . 4 
Children, endangering morals of 35 
Children, failing to provide for 98 
Children, improper guardianship of 7 
Children, wayward minor 68 
Cockfighting 51 
Coercion 1 
Conservation Law, violations of 219 
Conspiracy 95 
Contempt of court 41 
Crime, attempt to commit 5 
Crime, threat to commit 2 

Convictions Pendinj! 
34 

3 

10 
72 
36 

101 
14' 

789 
I 
5 
3 
2 

412 
1 

70 
291 

4 
9 

.•'il 
52 

1 
42 
50 

214 
36 
30 

42 
4 
1 

23 
5 

13 
4 

21 
101 

9 
5 
2 

:i30 
I 
3 

26 
4 

13 
2 
3 

37 
6 
6 

3 
57 
11 

5 
1 
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Crime 
Criminal iiegligenee 
Defrauding innkeepers 
Deserters, U . S. Army an<l Navy 
Disorderly conduct 
Disorderly houses 
Disorderly persons 
Domestic Relations Law, violations of 
Education Law, violations of 
Election Law, violations of 
Embezzlement 
Escaped inmates 
Escaped prisoners 
Extortion 
Federal violations, assault 
Federal violations, conspiracy 
Federal violations, counterfeiting 
Federal violations, forgery 
Federal violations. Immigration Law 
Federal violations. Internal Revenue L a w . . . 
federal violations, Li(|ucn' Law 
Federal violations, manslaughter 
Federal violations. Motor Vehicle Theft Act. 
Federal violations. Narcotic L a w 
Federal violations, smuggling 
Federal violations, Tax Law 
Firearms, imlawful discharge of 
Firearms, unlawful ])ossession of 
Firearms, unlawful sale of 
Forgery 
Fraud 
Fraudulently disposing of mortgaged prop­

erty 
Fraiidulently secreting mortgaged property. 
Fraudulently secreting personal property. . . 
Fugitive from justice 
(Janddcr, common 
Gambling 
Gambling devices 
Gambling houses 
Incest 
Indecency 
Insanity Law 
Intoxication, public 
.Juvenile delinquency 
Kidnaping 
Labor Law, violations of 
Larceny ^ 
Malicious mischief 
Manslaughter 
Material witness 
.Mental Deficiency Law 
Murder 
Nonsupport 
Nuisances 
Obscene literature 
Officer, impersonating 
Officer, interfering witli 
Officer, resisting 
Officer, threatening • • •. 
Park and parkway ordinances, violations of. . 
Parole, violations of 

Arrests Convictions Pending 
60 20 28 

107 87 6 
(•) 3 2 

2,7(i0 2,467 111 
1 1 

186 134 28 
11 2 8 

39 3 4 1 
301 261 

1 1 
78 69 
33 32 
11 :i 7 
2 2 
7 1 6 
4 2 2 
1 1 

1(1 (i 4 
(i 0 

79 
1 

63 
1 

16 
1 
4 

1 
4 

' * 

11 8 

1 1 
(i .'i 3 
4 4 

17 9 8 

119 
1 

5 9 52 
83 .56 12 

14 10 0 

23 14 9 
' ) 2 3 

ry2. 45 4 
68 47 17 
(id 49 9 

240 
•> 

214 
•! 

2;{ 
. ) 

27 
»> 

10 14 
0 4 52 2 

224 223 
1 1,522 i i 

.'iSO 275 75 
4 4 

1,334 1,276 4 2 
2, 7o:f 2,214 273 

297 255 2:i 
29 5 15 
12 2 3 
48 48 
11 2 5 

4 1 ;! 
5 3 1 
5 4 I 
1 1 
1 i 
8 8 
1 1 

i,r>97 1,589 5 

110 100 0 
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Crime Arrests Convictions Pendii 

Peddling without license 14 13 
10 20 6 10 

2 2 
io ."):! .•i5 io 

5 5 
Public Health I^aw, violations of 8 s 
Public Officers' Law, violations of 12 10 
Public Safety Law, violations of 17 15 1 

8 7 1 
I'ublie Welfare Law, violations of 7 7 I'ublie Welfare Law, violations of 

17.-. 81 79 
1 1 

:!;•) 8 24 
27 14 
00 28 22 

•.i 1 2 
4;! 20 17 

1 1 
'I'own and village ordinances, violations of.. :( 3 

i:i K! 
219 221 

K! 
219 

;!7 30 
11 2 H 

-? 2 
40 21 lii 

219 213 2 
Vehicle "and Traffic Law, violations of 40,874 40,153 270 

44 31 11 
17 0 10 

.58,20,3 54,502 2,184 

Per cent 
Total number of arrests 58,205 100 
Total number of convictions 54,562 94 
Cases pending 2,184 3 
Discharged cases 1,519 3 

STATEMENT OF MILES PATROLLED 
Mounted patrols .34,903 
Motorcycle, automobile, etc 11,179,314 

Total miles of road patrolled I 1,214,217 

Investigations without arrests ;i5,02S 
.Automobiles recovered 545 
Sheep-killing dogs killed 200 

\'alue of property recovered .$371,010 98 
l''ines collected 357, (i77 12 


